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From the Seas to the Oceans,
from the Regions to the Continents!

International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD)
The International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea is an international non-governmental non-profit organization, established on 4 March
2009 by the initiative of distinguished intellectuals, scientific and public figures, diplomats,
representatives of influential non-governmental organizations from Azerbaijan, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Republic of Moldova, Romania, Turkey and Ukraine.
Fund represents a civil society initiative for launching common actions and strengthening pea
ce, dialogue, harmony and cooperation between the countries of the wider Black Sea – Caspian
Sea Region in the field of enhancing democratic process, consolidation of civil society, economic
development, environment, science, education, innovative technology, cultural diversity, toleran
ce and dialogue among civilizations.
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In order to help people belonging to these regions to enhance the cooperation between their
countries and with international organizations, distinguished representatives of civil society, sci
entific researchers, academics and diplomats decided to establish an organisation that would be
an alternative to the rigidity of the official high-level relations and to pledge for people-to-people
contacts and the dialogue between experts in various fields of activity.
10 years of successful activities of the International Fund, led to expansion of its ranks due to joi
ning of the intellectuals, famous and talented people from countries, extending outside the Black
Sea – Caspian Sea Region: Albania, Austria, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Chi
na, Croatia, Czech Republic, Estonia, Ghana, Greece, Hungary, Iran, Luxemburg, Macedonia,
Montenegro, Russian Federation, Sao Tome and Principe, Republic of Serbia, Slovenia, Repu
blic of South Africa, Sri Lanka, Swiss Confederation.
This process, against the background of increasing security threats and challenges in the world,
even more actualized the significance and responsibility of the International Fund.
From this perspective, the members agreed in the previous sessions of the General Assembly and the
Board of Directors upon the idea of changing the name of the organization in order to fully reflect
the current objective reality. On this basis, in accordance with its Chapter, goals and objectives of the
International Fund, with due respect to its history and maintaining its continuity, the organization
has been renamed to International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD).
The Fund has implemented more than 60 projects, such as From the Caspian Sea to the Black Sea
— A Strategic View, Multiculturalism in the Context of the Modern Globalizing World, European
Identity, Abuse of the Principle of Self-Determination of Peoples and the Response of the Internatio
nal Community, Impact of Information Technology on Sustainable Development, Multiculturalism
as a Necessary Element for the Cultural Component of the Project One Belt, One Road, Conflict
Resolution, etc., with the participation of world-renowned consultants and experts from Canada,
Great Britain, Italy, Romania, Belgium, Switzerland, Turkey, Russia, Serbia, Kazakhstan, Bulga
ria, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Montenegro.
On the Foundation’s initiative, in the field of culture, literature and public diplomacy, numerous
books of world-renowned historic figures, authors, poets and scientists such as Leo Tolstoy, Franz
Kafka, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Ivo Andric, Dada Korkud, Uzeyir Hajibeyov, Olzhaz Suleimenov,
Chingiz Abdullayev, Aziz Nesin, Nazim Hikmet, Elin Pelin, Ivan Vazov, Mihai Eminescu and
others, have been translated to different languages. Also, Vesna de Vincha’s book Mandela’s Code
was published on the occasion of the Centenary of legendary Nelson Mandela and Anthology: The
Turkic World in Russian Poetry by Mikhail Sinelnikov.
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Common values, interests and problems pointed out the necessity of extending cooperation in
these regions and created the premises for defining and implementing sustainable strategies in
this wide area, which has a strategic role in strengthening the ties between Asia and Europe.

In the spirit of equality and mutual respect, the IFSPD aims at promoting dialogue, mutual
understanding, people diplomacy, values of multiculturalism, analysis of challenges and thre
ats to regional and international security, contributing to international efforts in prevention
and settlement of conflicts, development of cooperation in the sphere of democratization,
justice and human rights, economy, scientific research, education, culture and environment,
development of competence, human resource development, poverty reduction, fight against
terrorism, organized crime, illegal drug traffi cking and fight against addictions.
According to the current legal provisions and the present Charter, the objectives of the IFSPD
are:
• To support the effective efforts of the United Nations, the European Union, the Coun
cil of Europe, the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, BSEC, GUAM
and other influential and authoritative international and regional organizations which
aim at ensuring peace, security, mutual understanding and economic development in
the world;
• To monitor and observe the democratization process, human rights and freedoms, the
process of consolidation of civil society, freedom of the media and expression;
• To contribute to the efforts of the international community in the fight against terro
rism, drug addiction, organized crime, human traffi cking, crimes in the cyberspace
and other transnational crimes;
• To support the efforts aimed at nuclear disarmament and implementation of conven
tion on interdiction of chemical and bacteriological weapons;
• To support actively the programs aimed at restoring The Great Silk Road transport
corridor;
• To support efforts aimed at ensuring energy security, including diversification of ene
rgy sources and routes of its transportation as well as researches on the development
of alternative sources of energy;
• To work on the improvement of conditions for business activity and to provide sup
port for individual and collective initiatives of enterprises, and companies participa
ting directly in the process of development of economic cooperation;
• To promote the initiatives and actions aimed at improving and strengthening the
partnership between representatives of business circles from the countries represen
ted in the Association;
• To use national and international resources in order to conduct research projects that
will help to improve the economic, scientific, cultural and human ties;
• To encourage tolerance and understanding, mutual respect, multiculturalism and dia
logue among cultures/civilizations;
• To converge the intellectual potential and possibilities of the participants of the Asso
ciation in order to implement programs and projects aimed at achieving peace, secu
rity and wellness of peoples and citizens;
• To promote healthy life styles;
• To sustain the efforts aimed at environmental protection and development of interna
tional environmental standards and values;
• To render consultancy and expertise services according to the legislation and provisi
ons of the present Charter.
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ESTABLISHMENT OF THE INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR COOPERATION AND
PARTNERSHIP OF THE BLACK SEA AND THE CASPIAN SEA
In 2008 a conclusion was made: the peoples of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea countri
es are not well acquainted with each other. In contrast to politicians or diplomats, between
citizens and people of the world - contacts, exchange of ideas and friendship, are much less
common. Therefore, it became necessary to create an organization that will help the citizens
of these two seas to become better acquainted, become friends, increase mutual assistance,
and cooperate more. Thus, the idea of creating the International Fund for Cooperation and
Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea arose.
The International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea (BSCSIF) is an international, non-governmental and non-profit organization established
on 4 March 2009 in the city of Bucharest (Romania), on the initiative of prominent scientific
and public figures, representatives of the prominent non-governmental organizations from
Azerbaijan, Georgia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Moldova, Romania, Turkey and Ukraine. The
founders of the BSCSIF were Mr. Chingiz ABDULLAYEV, Secretary of the Union of Wri
ters of the Republic of Azerbaijan, Republic of Azerbaijan, Prof. Eldar HASANOV, Ph.D.,
Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Romania, Serbia, Montenegro and Bosnia and
Herzegovina, the Republic of Azerbaijan, Prof. Tamaz Beradze, Doctor of History, Tbilisi
State University, Prof. Dossym Suleyev, Rector of the Kazakh National Technical University,
member of the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Mrs. Lidia Romanciuc,
Advisor of the Department of External Relations of the Parliament of the Kyrgyz Republic,
Mr. Iulian Fota, Former National Security Adviser to the President of Romania, Mr. Meh
met Akkan Suver, Ph.D., President of the Marmara Foundation for Strategic and Social Stu
dies, Republic of Turkey, and Mr. Vadim Kolesnichenko, Member of the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine, Committee on Legal Affairs, Ukraine.

4 March 2009, Bucharest. Founding of the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership
of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea. Founders - representatives of eight countries in the region
together with the Romanian President Traian Basescu. On the photo left to right: Vadim Kole
snichenko (Ukraine), Tamaz Beradze (Georgia), Akkan Suver (Turkey), Iulian Fota (Romania),
President Traian Basescu, Lidia Romanciuc (Republic of Moldova ), Eldar Hasanov (Azerba
ijan), Zhildyz Oskonbaeva (Kyrgyzstan) and Dossym SULEYEV (Kazakhstan). First elected
president of the Fund – Iulian Fota (Romania).
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PRINCIPLES AND OBJECTIVES OF THE IFSPD

Common values, interests and problems pointed out the necessity of extending cooperation
in these regions and created the premises for defining and implementing sustainable strate
gies in this wide area, which has a strategic role in strengthening the ties between Asia and
Europe.
In order to help people belonging to these regions to enhance the cooperation of their coun
tries with international organizations, distinguished representatives of civil society, scientific
researchers, academics and diplomats decided to establish an organisation that would be an
alternative to the rigidity of the official high-level relations and to pledge for people-to-peo
ple contacts and the dialogue between experts in various fields of activity.

International Conference on Environment, Maritime Resources
and Pollution
On 12 November 2009 in Istanbul, Turkey, BSCSIF and Marmara Foundation organized the
International Conference on Environment, Maritime Resources and Pollution.
Heads of local governments, analysts, experts, university professors and representatives of
research institutes from Romania, Russian Federation, Turkey, Azerbaijan, Ukraine, Repu
blic of Moldova, Kirghizstan, and Georgia were invited to the conference.
Conference was held under the Chairmanship of Mr. Akkan Suver, Ph.D. Among the spea
kers were Prof. Tamaz Beradze, Ph.D. from Georgia, Prof. Lidia Romanciuc, Ph.D. and Prof.
Gheorghe Duca, Ph.D. from Moldova, Instructor of Istanbul Technical University, H.E. Prof.
Veysel Eroğlu, Ph.D., State Secretary of the Ministry of Regional Development and Housing
of Romania – H.E. Razvan Murgeanu, D.Eng. Ercan Çitil and President of the First Academic
Council of the Marmara Group Foundation and Former Minister of Public Works and Hou
sing and Prof. Ahmet Samsunlu, Ph.D.
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Among the topics addressed at this conference there were issues such as water and soil pollu
tion, measures that can be taken to prevent and to combat pollution, risk assessment, aware
ness of these problems and how waste can be managed.
Besides presentations on the dangers facing the Black Sea ecosystem and population of those
areas, hazards, caused by pollutants, The Strategy Action Plan (SAP) was also presented.

4th Meeting of the Board of Directors of the International Fund for
Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea
in Bucharest (Romania)
On 25 June 2010, the 4th meeting of the Board of Directors of the International Fund for
Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea (BSCSIF) was held in
Bucharest.
The event was attended by honorary guests from the BSCSIF member countries, represen
tatives of regional and international organizations, representatives of the diplomatic corps
accredited to Romania, non-governmental organizations, as well as the media.
Important topics were on the agenda, such as: reports of the BSCSIF Vice-Presidents on the
activities related to the development of the Fund, consideration of the expansion of the num
ber of members of the BSCSIF Board of Directors, discussion of issues related to the opening
of the BSCSIF branches in Brussels and Moscow, discussion of the Fund’s role in supporting
and strengthening economic cooperation in the countries of the region, discussion of the
research projects, establishment of the BSCSIF journal, etc.
At the end of the meeting, it was decided to open branches of the International Fund for
Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea in Brussels (EU) and in
Moscow (Russian Federation). Mr. Mikhail Zernov was appointed as the head of the branch
in the Russian Federation, and Mr. Marius Opran was appointed as the head of the branch
in Brussels.
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BSCSIF represents a civil society initiative for launching common actions and strengthening
peace, dialogue, harmony and cooperation between the countries of the wider Black Sea –
Caspian Sea Region in the field of enhancing democratic process, consolidation of civil soci
ety, economic development, environment, science, education, innovative technology, cultu
ral diversity, tolerance and dialogue among civilizations.

During 8-10 July 2010, BSCSIF participated, in the international conference and wor
kshop on 21st Century Higher Education, Leadership, Innovation and Human Capital
Development – Euro-Atlantic, Black Sea and Caspian Sea Area Studies, held in Bucharest
(Romania).
Bucharest hosted the international conference dedicated to the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea area studies, on 8-10 July 2010, organized by George Washington University (USA)
in cooperation with the Executive Agency for Higher Education and Research Funding
(Romania).
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Representatives of civil society and academics from Romania, Republic of Moldova, Azerba
ijan, Kazakhstan, Italy, France and USA were invited to this event.
Mr. Iulian Fota, the BSCSIF president, delivered a speech during the opening session, under
lining the importance of such an initiative in the region and the interest of our organization
to bring a substantial contribution to this extended project.
The discussions pointed out the fact that the Black Sea - Caspian Sea Region has an abundant
diversity of cultures and traditions, natural and human resources, as well as one of the main
energy sources and corridors of energy transport to the European Union, USA, and to Asia’s
new emerging economic powers.
Given the fact that knowledge of the dynamic Black Sea - Caspian Sea Region is limited in
the EU and the United States, both in professional and political circles, and especially among
general public, the Black Sea & Caspian Sea Area Studies multidisciplinary projects will sti
mulate knowledge of generation, innovation, research and human capital development.

5h World Youth Congress in Istanbul (Turkey)
During 31 July - 13 August 2010, Diana Ioana Calin, member of the BSCSIF project team,
participated in the 5th World Youth Congress held in Istanbul, Turkey.
Istanbul hosted the 5th in the series of World Youth Congresses on Youth and Development,
organized by Ministry of State from Turkey, E-Genclik Association, Peace Child Internatio
nal and Istanbul Youth Assembly.
More than 1000 young brains from different countries gathered at this congress to share
things that are crucial for humankind: culture, ideas, thoughts, language, art, peace, frien
dship and much more. The delegates had the chance to meet many development experts,
academics, politicians, artists and diplomats in discussions, workshops, plenary, opening and
closing ceremonies.

Conclusions drawn at round tables, workshops and discussions during the WYC gave birth
to the Istanbul Action Plan. The main body of the Action Plan consists of thirteen key focus
areas that identify problems facing young people in all countries (Poverty and Exclusion,
Education, Health, Employment, New Technology and Innovation, Culture, Access to Justice
and Security, Youth Participation, Equality of Genders and Sexualities, Sustainable Develop
ment and Climate Change, International Migration and Global Cooperation).

Black Sea NGO Forum 2010 in Constanta (Romania)
International Fund for Cooperation and Partnershio of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea
participated at the Black Sea NGO Forum, in Constanta (Romania), during 21st-23rd Octo
ber 2010.
The Forum was organized by the Romanian NGDO Platform with the support of the Roma
nian Foreign Affairs Ministry, the Representation of the European Commission to Romania
and the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation. This third edition of the forum, held under
the name Investing in our Common Future, reunited participants from Armenia, Azerbaijan,
Bulgaria, Georgia, Greece, the Republic of Moldova, Romania, Russia, Turkey, Ukraine, as
well as other European Union member countries and major stakeholders from the Civil Soci
ety Sector in the Black Sea Region.
The aim of the forum is to increase the level of dialogue and cooperation among the NGOs in
the region, to strengthen their advocacy capacity so they can influence regional development
strategies and to facilitate the creation of a communication platform between the participants
and the NGOs they represent.
BSCSIF was an active participant of the forum, with its representatives being involved in a
number of cross-sector panels, presenting the activities and projects of the Fund and establis
hing contacts with stakeholders / NGOs in the region. The forum was an opportunity for the
participants, and therefore including our organization, to learn more about the active invol
vement and opportunities in the region and to learn examples about good practices of their
peers, for a stronger cooperation in the future.

International Conference ELSEDIMA – Environmental Legislation, Safety
Engineering and Disaster Management, in Cluj Napoca (Romania)
During 21 – 23 October 2010, Roxana Raceu and Diana Ioana Calin, the BSCSIF experts,
took part in the International Conference ELSEDIMA – Environmental Legislation, Safety
Engineering and Disaster Management, hosted by the Faculty of Environmental Sciences of
the University Babes Bolyai, Cluj Napoca.
The event was organized by the University Babes Bolyai, Cluj-Napoca (Faculty of Environ
mental Sciences), in collaboration with the Ministry of Internal Affairs and Administration,
and The Initiative for Disaster Prevention in South – Eastern Europe.

Diana Calin was actively involved in the regional meetings and especially in the ones dedi
cated to the Balkan region. On behalf of BSCSIF, Diana Calin pointed out the importance of
cooperation in these regions in order to come up with common solutions.

The conference brought together experts and researchers in environmental protection, envi
ronmental law and disaster management.
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International Conference and Workshop - 21st Century Higher
Education, Leadership, Innovation and Human Capital Development Euro-Atlantic, Black Sea and Caspian Sea Area Studies, held in
Bucharest (ROMANIA)

The participants have listened to the reports regarding disaster management and according
to the documents prepared in this area along with the SEVESO’s directives and research
papers in the sphere of biodiversity conservation and biomonitoring.

The round-table was organized taking into consideration the debates raised upon the elabo
ration and adoption of the New NATO Strategic Concept (NSC). The efficiency and credibi
lity of the NSC greatly depend on the way some fundamental issues are resolved.

Diana Ioana Călin, the member of the BSCSIF environmental department, presented a pro
ject realized within the University Babes Boliay, in collaboration with Mrs. Cristina Roşu.
The project consisted of the evaluation of drinking water quality in the urban and rural areas
of the village Aiud, Romania. The water quality is problematic in the Black Sea – Caspian Sea
Region, but the results of this monitoring were positive.

The event started with the speeches of Gabriela Drăgan, General Director of the European
Institute in Romania, and Constantin Moştoflei, Director at the Centre for Security and Stra
tegic Defence Studies of the Carol I National Defence University.
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Cooperation in the Black Sea–Caspian Sea Area in Times of
globalization. National Perspectives.
On 25 October 2010 in Bucharest (Romania), Black Sea Caspian Sea International Fund orga
nized a panel entitled Cooperation in the Black Sea – Caspian Sea area in times of globali
zation. National perspectives within The Conference Towards Enhancement of European
Energy Supply: Azerbaijan in Focus.
The panel intended to highlight the perspectives of some of the countries from the Black
Sea – Caspian Sea Region which face globalization trends, paying special attention to the
related challenges and opportunities they encounter. At the same time, this region is of major
interest for a significant number of Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian global actors, due to its high
cultural and social heritage, as well as to the diversity and abundance of natural resources.
The discussions provided the participants with the framework to share their views on issues
such as energy, environment and cross-border cooperation.
Analysts from Romania, Russian Federation, Turkey and Azerbaijan discussed about aspects
in the field of international relations in the era of globalization and upon the need of enhan
cing the regional dialog and building sustainable partnerships in the above-mentioned area.
The key argument is that the dynamics of globalization exert great influence, both directly
and indirectly, upon each country’s development and the relations between them.
As no country can be safe from the exposure to different types of international crises nowa
days, it was underlined that the Black Sea – Caspian Sea countries’ performance in the frame
work of globalization is related to their bi- and multilateral cooperation, as well as to regional
partnerships.

Taking into consideration the implications that a New NATO Strategic Concept would have
in the Black Sea-Caspian Sea Region, and the fact that it is also in our Fund’s main objectives
to contribute to the integrated development of the area, to conserve regional peace and stren
gthen the cooperation between the peoples in the region, BSCSIF is an active participant in
all the activities of such type.

BSCSIF participated in the third round of Leadership Talks in Bucharest
(Romania)
On 1-4 November 2010, Diana Ioana Călin, the member of the BSCSIF project team, partici
pated in the third round of Leadership Talks. It was an inspiring event, organized by AIESEC
– Bucharest, and the main goal was motivating young people who want to become leaders in
a certain sphere.
The guests of the event, leaders in those spheres, shared their stories of success with youth,
and their own vision about what the leadership is. Each guest in his speech, tried to motivate
young people, to guide them towards gaining self-confidence and to turn their thoughts and
ideas into reality for a better world.
After 3 days devoted to sharing life stories with distinguished leaders, the last day of the event
consisted of training, regarding soft skills introduced by Achieve Global.
The BSCSIF believes that this event was a vivid practical example of young people’s motiva
tion and encouragement to follow their dreams. Also it was an example of long-term collabo
ration between the educational, business and non-governmental fields.

4th International Investment Forum, held in Zaporozhye, Ukraine
Round-table: The New NATO Strategic Concept – Perspectives
and Opportunities

Between 10-11 November 2010, BSCSIF was the Informational Partner of the 4th Internati
onal Investment Forum held in Zaporozhye, Ukraine.

International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea
participated at the round-table: The New NATO Strategic Concept – Perspectives and Oppor
tunities, organized by the European Institute in Romania, on 29 October 2010.

Strategic target of the Forum is activation of investment activity in Zaporozhye region and
formation of effective platform for business communication and discussion of issues of
investments attraction to the Zaporozhye Region.
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The environmental protection in such countries as Russia, Belgium or Romania plays an
important role and one of the BSCSIF objectives is better understanding of the problems in
this region and development ways of their solution.

It continued with interventions from several experts: Paul Ionescu, Expert in security
and defence issues, consultant al the Romanian Parliament, Liviu Mureşan, President of
EURISC, Narciz Bălăşoiu, Researcher at the Early Warning Centre for Conflict Prevention
and Şerban F. Cioculescu, Researcher at the Institute for Political Defence Studies and Mili
tary History.

The main Forum tasks were formation of image about the investment potential of Zapo
rozhye region, consideration of the real sources of financing new projects, study mechanisms
of realization of investment projects, promotion of investment activity of enterprises, invol
ving of interested parties for establishing of business contacts, presentation of investment
projects of Zaporozhye region, acquaintance of participants with experience of Ukrainian
business management, unification of efforts of Public sector and business in sphere of invest
ments.
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Among the invited participants were Representatives of State and municipal authority, Heads
of local governments, Investment companies and funds, auditing, consulting and legal firms,
Ukrainian and foreign industrial enterprises and companies, Banks and non-banking finan
cial institutions and Mass-Media.

First National Conference on Environmental Law in Bucharest (Romania)
On 11 November 2010, at the Ecological University of Bucharest, BSCSIF took part in the
first National Conference on Environmental Law and the scientific session The New Codes
in the Evolution of Romanian Law.
Specialists from universities and scientific research institutes of Romania, France, Spain, Bra
zil participated in the Conference, presenting diff erent issues in the sphere of environmental
law, on the national and international levels.
They highlighted the problems of climate change through the prism of evolution of the laws
in this area, the effectiveness of Romanian judiciary and legal systems, guaranteeing the right
for a healthy and ecologically balanced environment, considerations about the criminal lia
bility for environment damage, long-term development challenges and many other topics of
European and non-European interests.
A very important aspect for the Black Sea area was the reform of the common fishery policy
and its application to the Black Sea that is considered to be a serious problem for all the
countries of the region. Conclusions of the presentation and discussions on this subject are
the absolute necessity of the common policy on the EU level, in terms of fishery legislation
and strong enforcement of these rules in order to avoid environmental damage, in particu
lar, water.
Regarding the evolution of new codes in Romanian system of private law, the changes
brought by the new Civil Code, respectively, by the Code of Civil Procedure, have been
discussed.
For BSCSIF, this Conference was an opportunity to get in touch with specialists in envi
ronmental law and Romanian private law, and to take part in the academic debates on very
important issues.

12

6th Board Meeting of the International Fund for Cooperation and
Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea in Chisinau (Moldova)
The 6th Meeting of the Board of Directors of the International Fund for Cooperation and
Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea was held on 19 March 2011 in Chisinau
(Moldova).
The President of the Foundation, Mr. Iulian Fota, presented a report on the activities of
BSCSIF for 2 years, and this report was adopted with the approval of the members of the
Board of Directors.
According to the rotation procedure of transferring the presidency, as stipulated in the
BSCSIF Statute, Mr. Victor Khmarin from the Russian Federation became the President of
the Fund for a period of 2 years.
By the decision of the BD Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. was appointed BSCSIF Secretary-General.
As a result of the discussion, it was decided to establish branches of the International Fund
for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea in each country repre
sented in the Fund, including a branch in Romania, and to appoint Vice-President Iulian Fota
as the director of this branch.

International Conference The Politics of EU Eastern Enlargement
in Varna (Bulgaria)
On 10-11 June 2011 the International Conference The Politics of EU Eastern Enlargement
took place in Varna, Bulgaria. The conference was organized by Chernorizets Hrabar Free
University of Varna in collaboration with the Diplomatic Institute of Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in Republic of Bulgaria and the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership
of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea (BSCSIF).
Very actual and important topics were highlighted in the reports during the Conference:
the politics of EU minorities, the problem of EU and NATO cooperation, energy security of
Europe and Asia, the relations of EU and Persian Gulf states, the role of EU in resolving “fro
zen” conflicts, Nabucco Pipeline Project, the illegal emigration in the Black Sea Region, the
cultural heritage of the Black Sea Region.
The scientific researchers from the most prestigious Bulgarian Universities took part in the
Conference: Varna Free University (VFU), New Bulgarian University, Sophia University of
Economics, Technical University of Sophia, Sophia State University.
The conference was opened by Emil Panushev, the Dean of the Faculty of International Eco
nomics and Administration, and Pavel Pavlov, Vice-Rector for Research at VFU, Dimitar
Kostov, Vice-President of BSCSIF, Felicia Scoarta, – Advisor of BSCSIF Secretary-General
and Emilia Paneva, expert of the Diplomatic Institute, Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Republic
of Bulgaria made opening speeches.
All the reports presented at the Conference have been included into the publications of Varna
Free University, on the occasion of the International Conference.
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The Forum was accompanied by an exhibition of investment projects and a day of open
workshops and consultations for companies, which are interested in attracting financing for
business development.

During 30 June – 2 July 2011 Georgian Entrepreneurs Confederation hosted the fourth Busi
ness Forum of the Union of Black and Caspian Confederation of Enterprises (UBCCE) in
Batumi, Georgia.
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Our Fund was represented on the Forum by the Vice-President, Mr. Tamaz Beradze. The
Business Forum was held under the moto Business is becoming green and Invest in Georgia –
invest in the Black and Caspian seas. The event was attended by the governmental representa
tives from the Ministry of Ecology and Natural Resources of Georgia, the UBCCE President,
Mr. Atanase Lavidas, Ph.D. and different companies operating in the field of energy, finance,
agriculture, food industry, from 16 countries: Turkey, Germany, Greece, Azerbaijan, Ukraine,
Moldova, Armenia, Romania, Kazakhstan, Sweden, UAE etc.

7th Board Meeting of the International Fund for Cooperation and
Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea in Moscow
(Russian Federation)
During 19 – 20 August 2011, the 7th Meeting of the Board of Directors of the International
Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea (BSCSIF) was
held in Moscow, Russian Federation. During the Board Meeting very important and actual
issues were discussed: economic cooperation of the countries from the Black Sea – Caspian
Sea Region, intercultural dialogue, role and strengthening of religious tolerance, the establis
hment of the BSCSIF branch in Bulgaria, the organization of the conferences of mayors from
capitals and large cities, as well as the conference of entrepreneurs from the countries of the
region.

Representatives of private companies and business associations of the Black Sea-Caspian Sea
Region got familiarized with the business opportunities of the country and held B2B mee
tings with the local companies. Within the program of the Forum, Memorandum of Under
standing between Turkish business organization TURKONFED and the Georgian Entrepre
neurs Confederation was signed. The MOU envisages exchange of information and intensifi
cation of business contacts between 2 countries through organizing joint events, exhibitions,
forums and etc.
The participants of the Forum also explored the potential investment projects and experience
of famous world companies operating on the territory of Georgia: HIPP, Heidelberg, RAKIA
industrial area Poti and others.

Within the Meeting, future projects were implemented, and cooperation proposals were pre
sented.
On the occasion of transferring the presidency to Russian Federation, the BSCSIF Presi
dent, Mr Viktor Khmarin held an official dinner, where participated the Ambassadors of the
member countries, accredited to Russian Federation, and the representatives of international
organizations – Council of Europe, OSCE, UN and EU.
During the 7th Meeting of the Board of Directors, the 2nd issue of the Dialogue of the Seas
journal was published, in which very important topics, as well as analytical and informational
materials were presented.
At the official opening of the meeting, the BSCSIF diplomas were granted for the services to
the Foundation in achieving the goals and solving the statutory tasks. The event was atten
ded by representatives of the Government and the State of the Russian Federation, as well as
representatives of Mass Media.
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4th Business Forum of the Union of Black and Caspian Sea Confederation
of Enterprises (UBCCE) in Batumi, Georgia

4th Black Sea NGO Forum in Bucharest (Romania)
During 6-8 October 2011, in Bucharest, the Federation of Romanian Development NGOs
together with the Black Sea Trust for Regional Cooperation, European Commission, Roma
nian Ministry of Foreign Affairs organized the 4th Black Sea NGO Forum.
The Forum brought together more than 200 organizations from the countries of the region as
well as other stakeholders: Romania, Republic of Moldova, Republic of Azerbaijan, Turkey,
Ukraine, Russian Federation, Georgia, Belgium, Bulgaria, France, Czech Republic, Cyprus,
Albania, Armenia, Tunisia, USA, Sweden and Switzerland.
The BSCSIF was represented on the Forum by Felicia Scoarta, Advisor to Secretary-General,
Mihai Sandu, Expert Group Coordinator of the Central office and Project Experts, Raluca
Clotaru, Raisa Popa, Julia Akhunova and Liliana Coman.

Keeping with the tradition of the last year, the award For the Best NGO was given to the
Turkish organization ARI MOVEMENT, represented at the Forum by the Vice-President,
Arda Batu. The International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the
Caspian Sea was included in the first five best Black Sea NGOs.
Within the Forum, important and actual topics were discussed: Black Sea Region in 2011, EU
Neighborhood Policy and its Eastern Dimension, the status of the Black Sea Region in the EU
regional cooperation, transition to democracy, policy of social support and children protec
tion, democratization of the Black Sea Region and NGOs’ role in this field.

Presentation of the documentary film From Caspian Sea to Danube
On the 5 October 2011 in Belgrade, Serbia, on the initiative of the International Fund for
Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and Caspian Sea and the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism of Azerbaijan, the presentation of the documentary film From Caspian Sea to
Danube was held.
The film is devoted to the glorious way of the 223rd Belgrade Infantry Division, the Soviet
army that was formed by Azerbaijani people and participated in the liberation of Yugoslavia
and Belgrade from Nazi Germany during the World War II.
The film was produced on the basis of written and video materials as a result of the research
of the world archives, recollections of the witnesses, experts’ expressions covering historical
events of south-eastern countries: Romania, Ukraine, Bulgaria, Serbia, Yugoslavia.
In order not to forget deep roots of historical ties between nations and also to transmit this
historical fragment to future generations, the documentary film From Caspian Sea to Danube
was created by the studio Salnamе, the Ministry of Culture and Tourism of Azerbaijan, and
Turkish producer centre VIZIYON, with the film director Tahir Aliev.

Panel discussions of the Forum were attended by officials from Romania, Turkey, France,
Germany.
BSCSIF’s participation in the Black Sea NGO Forum contributed to the extension of NGO
network with the purpose of further cooperation within future projects of the Fund.

Conference Research and Analysis in the Area of International Relati
ons and European Studies, Bucharest (Romania)
On 17 November 2011 the International Black Sea-Caspian Sea Fund took part in the Con
ference Research and Analysis in the Area of International Relations and European Studies,
organized by the Centre of European Policy, Romania, in collaboration with the Institute
of Political Science and International Relations, Romanian Academy and University BabesBolyai.
This event was aimed at improving connections and increasing the level of mutual trust bet
ween research institutions in the field of international relations.

This film is intended to make a huge contribution to the strengthening of cultural, social and
scientific ties between peoples from the former USSR and the Balkan region.

The Conference was atten ded by the Minister for European Affairs, Leonard Orban, the Pre
sident of the Black Sea University Foundation, the Ambassador Liviu Bota, the Presidential
Counselor, Iulian Chifu, the State Secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Doru Costea
and other officials. The Fund was represented in the frame of the Conference by the Vice –
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The Forum intended to create an open space for dialogue, mutual understanding and coo
peration between representatives of civil society, governments of the countries and active
NGOs in the extended Black Sea Region.

President Iulian Fota, the Advisor to Secretary-General Felicia Scoarta, the coordinator of
the project team Mihai Sandu, and the members of the project team Andrada Dinu and Lili
ana Coman.
The Conference was the first step in establishing the network of research institutions in the
field of international relations in order to strengthen cooperation between them and creating
the Romanian database in the research area.

In the period of 24 - 2 November 2011, the members of the BSCSIF project team, Julia Akhu
nova and Roxana Raceu, took part in the International Camp of Ecologists, that was held in
a picturesque Azerbaijani town, Gabala, under the moto Role of young people in the ecological
governance. Today and tomorrow. The Conference was organized in the frame of the IDEA
Environmental Campaign that was founded by Mrs. Leyla Aliyeva, in cooperation with the
UN Development Program (UNDP). The opening ceremony was attended by high-ranking
officials from Azerbaijan: the Vice –President of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation – Mrs. Leyla
Aliyeva, the Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources – Mr. Huseyngulu Baghirov, the
Minister of Youth and Sports – Azad Rahimov, the UN Resident Coordinator – Mr. Fikret
Akcura, the Vice-President of Oil State Company Socar – Mrs. Rafiga Huseynzade and others.
During the two days the members of the BSCSIF project team actively participated in the fol
lowing discussion panels: Ecological Education for Sustainable Development, Green Economy
and Youth Entrepreneurship, Impact of Climate Change on Youth, Research and Development
of Innovation Technologies, etc. The representatives of our Fund also coordinated one of the
panel discussions and the elaboration of Gabala Declaration of Young Environmentalists,
which was adopted at the end of the Conference. The Declaration reunited 5 messages from
young people to the population and heads of all countries of the world about their right on a
harmonious and secure future in a healthy environment. This Declaration will be presented
by Azerbaijani delegation at Rio+20 Earth Summit, to be held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012.
Thus, the main objective of the Camp of Young Environmentalists – that gathered together
more than 100 young ecologists from 35 countries of the world – is to contribute to the esta
blishment of cooperation and tight relations between diff erent ecological movements and
organizations in the region and all over the world, to provide an active participation of young
ecologists in social life of the regions, to strengthen their role and activity in their communi
ties and stimulate their desire to be ambassadors of environmental education.

The book draws from historical research and personal investigation conducted by author/
journalist Scott Taylor in order to better understand the contextual realities of these conflicts
as well as why so little is known about them in the West.
During the past century, two major clashes in the Anatolia-Caucasus region happened, both
resulting in the widespread slaughter and forced expulsion of innocent civilians from all
sides. The first occurred when the strain of the Great War caused the collapse of both the
Ottoman Empire and Czarist Russia. The second conflict erupted between 1988 – 1994, when
the disintegration of the Soviet Union left a temporary power vacuum in the Caucasus, and
the new republics of Azerbaijan and Armenia battled over the sovereignty of Nagorno-Kara
bakh. Unfortunately, the unreconciled diff erences of their shared history continue to negati
vely impact the lives of the Turks, Armenians and Azerbaijanis in the present. If left unresol
ved, this will prevent their progress towards a peaceful and mutually benefic ial coexistence
in the future.
Ambassador of Azerbaijan in Romania, H.E. Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. expressed his view
on the conflict between Azerbaijan and Armenia and emphasized that Azerbaijan is trying to
settle the conflict peacefully on the basis of international law.
At the end, Scott Taylor introduced his documentary about this book and then he answered
the questions of the guests.

Unreconciled Differences: Turkey, Armenia and Azerbaijan by Scott Taylor
On 9 October 2012, on the initiative of Heydar Aliyev Foundation and Embassy of the Repu
blic of Azerbaijan in Romania, the presentation of the book Unreconciled Differences: Turkey,
Armenia and Azerbaijan by Scott Taylor, a Canadian writer, was organized in Bucharest. The
Black Sea-Caspian Sea International Fund was represented at the event by Julia Akhunova,
Orhan Mammadov, Marcela Curmei, Mihai Sandu, Andrada Dinu, Raluca Diana Clotaru
and Liliana Coman.
The event was attended by the representatives of governmental structures and diplomatic
corpus accredited to Romania.
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International Camp of Ecologist in Gabala (Azerbaijan)

On 2-3 March 2012, the conference-symposium Ecological Chemistry – 2012 took place at
the Academy of Sciences of the Republic of Moldova (ASM), and it was attended by more
than 250 specialists from Europe, USA and CSI.
The chairman of the conference – symposium was the President of the Academy of Scien
ces of the Republic of Moldova, Prof. Gheorghe Duca, Ph.D. with the participation of other
Presidents of the Academies of Sciences from Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Belarus, Kyrgyzstan,
Romania, Tajikistan.
The BSCSIF Vice-President and Executive Director of the Moldovan Research and Develop
ment Association (MRDA), Mrs. Lidia Romanchuc actively participated in the organization
of this event. The BSCSIF was also represented by Mrs. Felicia Scoarta, the Advisor to the

Secretary-General. Among the active organizers of the Conference were the Moldovan Rese
arch and Development Association, the Faculty of Chemistry and Chemical Technology of
the Moldova State University (MSU), the Department of Industrial and Ecological Chemi
stry of MSU, Research Center for Applied and Environmental Chemistry of MSU, Institute of
Chemistry of ASM, the University of ASM, the Center of International Projects.
This event was a good oppor
tunity for developing interna
tional cooperation, experien
ce exchange and discussion of
the recent achievements in the
study of physico-chemical and
biochemical processes occur
ring in natural water, atmosp
here and soil, affected by conta
minants of human origin, their
influence on the human’s health
and habi
tat, and discus
sion
of the ways of preventing and
reducing environmental impact,
as well as a healthy lifestyle.

8th Meeting of the Board of Directors of the International Fund for
Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and Caspian Sea (BSCSIF)
On the 10-12 April 2012, the 8th Session of the Board of Directors of the International Fund
for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea (BSCSIF) was held in
Istanbul, Turkey.
During the Board Meeting very actual issues have been discussed related to the objectives
of the Fund, with particular emphasis on the strengthening of the economic cooperation of
the BSCSIF member countries including the development of relations with business partners
and encouraging individual initiatives, providing support and assistance in the expansion of
the entrepreneurial activity in the Black Sea – Caspian Sea Region, developing business pro
jects, presentations and organizing meetings with public structures and private sector. In this
regard, new promising projects and proposals were presented by the Commission of Innova
tions and Investments, and among them the creation of a multi-purpose interactive platform
in the countries of the region in order to centralize all existing opportunities for cooperation
in the Black Sea – Caspian Sea region into a single database that will facilitate the implemen
tation of the above-mentioned objectives.
Within the Session new project ideas and present projects under implementation in the areas
of economy, civil society, environmental protection and conflict studying were presented to
the attention of the Board members.
Following the example of the headquarters, it was decided to form the project team in every
BSCSIF country, in order to collaborate and realize joint projects.
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5th International conference-symposium: Ecological Chemistry – 2012
in Moldova

At the same time the 15th Eurasian Economic Summit was held in Istanbul under the auspi
ces of the Marmara Group Foundation that was taking an active part within the BSCSIF
Board Meeting.

The Side by Side for the Black Sea project was presented at the Volunteer Gala Evening by
the full project team: Diana Calin (Project Manager), Liliana Coman (Assistant Manager),
Natalia Ciobanu (Instructor) and Alis Farkas (Methodologist). The ceremony was held at the
Howard Johnson Hotel in Bucharest on 11 December 2011, and thus the end of the events
organized in Romania as part of the European Year of Volunteers 2011 (AEV) and Internati
onal Volunteers Day, which is annually celebrated on 5 December, was marked.

Swiss – Romanian Cooperation Program

The initiative is elaborated by the consortium formed by KEK-CDC Consultants, Civil Soci
ety Development Foundation and Romanian Environmental Partnership Foundation as the
Swiss Intermediate Body for administrating the Thematic Fund for Civil Society Participa
tion.

Project Side by Side for the Black Sea received an award from the UN
Environmental Program (UNEP) and Became One of the Finalists of
Volunteer Gala
The Side by Side for the Black Sea environmental project, a training course for developing the
potential of youth NGOs, supported by the European Commission on the Youth in Action
program, was among eight projects selected by the UN Environmental Program in coopera
tion with other international organizations working in the areas of Health and the Environ
ment, as Best Practices in the Concept of the participation of young people and children in
events organized in the field of Health and the Environment. The project will be presented
at the meetings of European Ministerial Council and Health and Environment Task Force.
The project will be used:
a) At the political level, as an illustrative example, of what can be organized, together with
UNEP and other stakeholders, to support and implement projects in the field of ecology and
health.

The ceremony started with the opening speech of the Ambassador of Switzerland to Roma
nia, H.E. Jean –Hubert Lebet. The Swiss – Romanian Cooperation Program was briefly pre
sented by Elena Georgescu, Deputy General Director, Ministry of Finance and Thomas Sta
uffer, Head of the Swiss Contribution Office in Bucharest.
The Thematic Fund for Civil Society Participation above mentioned is part of the SwissRomanian Cooperation Program, which consists of a non-refundable aid offered by the Swiss
Federal Council to 12 European member states who joined between 2004 and 2007. This pro
gram aims to contribute to the reduction of economic and social disparities between Roma
nia and more advanced countries of the enlarged European Union. Also, the Program aims
to contribute within Romania, to the reduction of economic and social disparities between
the dynamic urban centers and the structurally weak peripheral regions
The objective of the announced call for proposals is to strengthen Romanian NGOs and to
enable their active participation in policy processes, as well as to promote the activities of
NGOs primarily tackling environmental issues and providing of social services, and, in the
meantime, strengthening their organizational capacities.

BSCSIF at the Black Sea Non-Governmental Organizations Forum

c) Support WHO youth engagement activities.

On 26 June 2012, in Istanbul (Turkey), the 20th Anniversary Istanbul Summit of the Orga
nization of the Black Sea Economic Cooperation (BSEC) Heads of State or Government was
held. It marked the 20th anniversary of the launching of BSEC at the Istanbul Summit, on 25
June 1992.

In addition, Side by Side for the Black Sea was among the five finalists for the Prize for the
Best Environmental Project 2011, at the Volunteer Gala in Romania. The nomination of
major projects in various fields of activity over the past year was held at the national level.

The event, which was hosted by the Republic of Turkey, was Co-Chaired by the President of
the Republic of Serbia., H.E. Mr. Tomislav NIKOLIC, representing the ex-Chairmanship-inOffice of BSEC and the President of the republic of Turkey, H.E. Adbullah GÜL, representing
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b) Encourage other member countries to carry out similar activities in the field of ecology
and health care on their own initiative.
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On 29 May 2012 the official launching of the 1st Round of the Block Grant within the frame
of the Swiss – Romanian Cooperation Program took place in Bucharest. On behalf of the
International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea
the members of the project team of the BSCSIF central office, Liliana Coman, Julia Akhunova
and Luiza Popa participated in this important event.

Actually, 9 of the BSEC countries (Azerbaijan, Bulgaria, Georgia, Moldova, Romania, Rus
sian Federation, Serbia, Turkey and Ukraine) are also members of our Fund, which is why
the main objectives of BSCSIF are very similar to those promoted by BSEC, being directed
towards promoting the development of cooperation between governmental organizations
and civil society in the countries of the Black Sea Region in such areas as economy, invest
ment climate, civil society, environmental protection, science, education, culture and tole
rance.
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On the auspicious occasion of the 20th Anniversary BSEC Summit of Heads of State or
Government, there were organized parallel events including:
– Special meeting of PABSEC (Parliamentary Assembly of the Black Sea Economic
Cooperation),
– Academics Forum (with the Centre for Strategic Research- SAM),
– Private Sector Roundtable Meeting (In cooperation with the UNDP-Istanbul Interna
tional Center for Private Sector in Development – IICPSD) and
– NGO Forum.
The NGO Forum was organized following the initiative of Mr. Ismail SAFI, member of the
Foreign Affairs Committee in the Turkish Parliament, member of the PABSEC Economic,
Commercial, Technological and Environmental Affairs Committee and Head of the Turkish
Delegation, and Vice-President of BSCSIF and the Director of its branch in Istanbul.

SCSIF Participation in Exchange Research Program,
September-December 2012, Baku (Azerbaijan)
As part of a program of the International Development Agency under the Ministry of Fore
ign Affairs of the Republic of Azerbaijan, BSCSIF was invited to participate in Baku, and to
take part in a research project in collaboration with the Center for Strategic Studies under the
President of the Republic of Azerbaijan (SAM). Therefore, on behalf of BSCSIF, Romanian
researcher Valentina Albu conducted a three-month research project in 2012, on the subject
of the Armenia – Azerbaijan conflict of Nagorno-Karabakh from an International Law and
Human Rights regard.
The researcher interviewed a number of 20 experts from Baku such as analysts, scholars,
representatives of INGOs and NGOs and governmental officials from the fields of interna
tional relations, human rights and international law, as well as IDPs and non-IDPs, which
increased the chances of achieving a multiple-advocacy situation and an understanding of
the Azerbaijani perception of the concepts of human rights and the regulation of applying
the instruments of law.
The output of this program resulted in a Research Paper that focused on the perception of
Azerbaijani experts in regard with the efficiency of International Law and Human Rights
mechanisms and assess their implementation in the Karabakh conflict.
Strengthening the institutional capacity in order to enhance conflict coping capacities is a
necessary and ongoing process in the resolution of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict. The idea
is that by dissecting the conflict experiences, we can draw lessons from experience. We can
use this case for training and also for seeking patterns across crises, across sectors and maybe
also across nations, that is useful for explaining outcomes.
Moreover, the research aims at evaluating performance of international organizations and
the implementation of peace-building and peace-making procedures, while as without nai

BSCSIF had the honor to be invited to the NGO Forum, and was represented there by Ms.
Marcella Curmei, Office Coordinator in Bucharest and Advisor for Economic Cooperation
to BSCSIF. Aiming to create a platform for the NGOs around the Black Sea Region and to
discuss future cooperation possibilities, the Black Sea Non-Governmental Organizations
Forum took place as a round table meeting with no specific agenda.
The discussions were focused on current regional developments and served as an opportu
nity to exchange opinions and experiences. Transport, environmental protection, trade and
economic development, energy, migration management, combating organized crime, com
munications and information technology, science and technology, healthcare and pharma
ceutics, institutional renewal and good governance, education, culture, tourism and customs
matters are among the fields of cooperation within the framework of the NGO forum.
Based on the foregoing, we consider it necessary to further promote partnerships with influ
ential international organizations, such as the United Nations, Council of Europe, the Orga
nization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, and especially the Organization of the Black
Sea Economic Cooperation, in order to contribute to a peaceful and stable development of
the region.
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the host country of the incoming Chairmanship-in-Office. The transfer of chairmanship, as
well as the election of H.E. Ambassador Victor TVIRCUN, from Republic of Moldova, as
Secretary-General of the BSEC PERMIS on 1 July2012, upon the decision of the 26th Coun
cil of Ministers of Foreign Affairs held in Belgrade in June 2012, are of great joy to BSCSIF, as
both countries are members of our organization and active participants in the development
of our activity.

vety, knowing the real context and the political expediency of the course of events in this spe
cific protracted conflict. The results of the BSCSIF expert’s findings were presented at SAM.
During her stay, Ms. Valentina Albu attended several conferences and round tables represen
ting BSCSIF, such as NISA Forum on Cybersecurity in Azerbaijan, Forum of the Outcome of
the US Presidential Elections and its Implications for the Caucasus, SAM Energy Efficiency:
Economic & Institutional Aspects and Perspectives, The middle Class in Azerbaijan: Social,
Economic and Political Dynamics and Perspectives, The Role of Azerbaijani - US Partner
ship in Achieving Regional Peace and Security; Conferences, Emergent Systemic Threats – A
Critical Infrastructure Protection Perspective round table organized by NATO in Azerbaijan,
as well as many others.

On 13 September 2012, the 9th Meeting of the Board of Directors of the International Fund
for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea was held in Budva
(Montenegro).
At this meeting, the President of the Fund, Mr. Victor Khmarin made a welcoming speech and
a report. A report on organizational issues and prospects for further development of BSCSIF
was also made by the Vice-President and Secretary-General, Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D.
During the meeting it was also discussed the role of the Fund in the development and stren
gthening of economic cooperation in the countries of the region (measures to combat bure
aucracy, increase competitiveness, build links between companies in the region, develop
infrastructure, and establish cooperation between the Confederations of Employers in the
countries of the region).
Members of the Board of Directors also considered the signing of a partnership agreem
 ent
with the following organizations: Green Home NGO, Montenegro, National NGO Forum,
Azerbaijan, Association of Women Entrepreneurs, Azerbaijan, VPHolding, Romania,
Anna Divac Foundation, Serbia.

role of global and regional actors in this context, the competition existing in the region and
the potential cooperation, future ideologies and concepts of eurasianism, etc.
At the conference, Turkey and, particularly, Turkish branch of our organization was repre
sented by Secretary-General of the branch in Istanbul, Mr. Torgul Veli. Mr. Torgul Veli made
a presentation on The Significance of the Black Sea Region in Preservation of Permanent Stabi
lity, Sustainable Dialogue and Cooperation in Eurasia”. He held bilateral negotiations with the
delegations from various countries as well.
On the last day of the conference, the protocol of bilateral cooperation was signed between
the BSCSIF branch in Turkey and the Slavs Foundation (Bulgaria), the principle organizer of
the event.
Thereby, it was decided to organize various joint activities, dedicated to the 100th anniversary
of the Balkan Wars with the participation of Bulgaria and other Balkan countries.

At the meeting, it was decided to establish within the framework of BSCSIF a Center for
Strategic Studies of the Black Sea-Caspian Region, which will study the history, traditions,
culture, social and economic problems, civil society, the ecological situation of the region and
integration into European structures.

Europe – Russia – Asia: Eurasian Cooperation and the Future Idea
of Eurasianism
The international conference entitled Europe – Russia – Asia: Eurasian Cooperation and the
Future Idea of Eurasianism was held on 3-7 October 2012, in the city of Varna, Bulgaria.
Representatives from 15 countries participated at the conference and presented reports on
such topics as: processes and development related to Eurasian geopolitical balance and the
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9th Meeting of the Board of Directors of the Internation
 al Fund for
Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea,
Budva (Montenegro)

The 4th International Black Sea Development Congress, DOKAP (Regional Develop
ment Plan for the Eastern Black Sea Region) and Regional Development Plans Symposi
um have been held in Rize between 31 October and 1 November 2012.
Many politicians, bureaucrats, scholars, members of non-governmental organizations and
media representatives have attended the Symposium, which was organized by the Associa
tion to Conserve Properties of the Black Sea Region (KÖK), founded and headed by former
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Murat Karayalçın, and which mis
sion is “preserving, improving and enriching the cultural values of the provinces of the Black
Sea Region, dealing with the economic progress of these provinces entirely, contributing to
levelly achieving this matter with the country development, preserving the natural wealth of
these provinces, benefiting from the power of people who were raised in the Black Sea Region
and succeeded in various areas, promoting relations with other Black Sea Countries for the
sake of the region and carrying out the joint works”.

Mr. Veli participated in the meeting with his paper named The Renascent Silk Road Diplo
macy in Eurasia and China in the 21st Century (The Geopolitical & Geo-economic Approac
hes). The thoughts concerning the importance of the Renascent Silk Road, which has signi
ficant historical background and a rich heritage, and how the contribution of this common
value of the countries of the region and local community to the peace, stability and sustaina
ble development in the region can be redefined in accordance with today’s Eurasian realities
by the countries constituted the main line of the paper.
In the strategy which is reformulated today, it was dwelled on the key role of China, the star
ting point of Silk Road and Turkey, the endpoint of Silk Road in Asia and mutual analyses
concerning what both countries need to do were carried out.
Bilateral and multilateral talks were held with Communist Party of China, Ministry of Fore
ign Affairs of People’s Republic of China, administrators of brain center, which carries out
studies about foreign policy, NGO managers and academics.

On behalf of our organization, Secretary-General of BSCSIF Turkish Branch Mr. Tuğrul Veli
participated in the Symposium and presented his paper entitled Development Goals in the
International Arena, Experiences and DOKAP Example.

The Contemporary World Multilateral Dialogue: The Changing World
and China in Development, November 27-28, 2012, Beijing, China
Secretary-General of the BSCSIF Branch in Istanbul, Mr. Tuğrul Veli, represented Turkey
and our organization in the international meeting The Contemporary World Multilateral Dia
logue: The Changing World And China In Development, which was held in Beijing on 27-28
November 2012 in cooperation with China Center for Contemporary World Studies and
China Peace and Development Fund that are affiliated to Central Committee of Communist
Party of China and are among the effect think-tank organizations in China.
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The 4th International Black Sea Development Congress, Regional
Development Plan for the Eastern Black Sea Region, Regional
Development Plans Symposium, Rize, Turkey
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On 11 December 2012, the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black
Sea and the Caspian Sea (BSCSIF), together with the European Foundation Titulescu orga
nized a round table on the topic Views on South Caucasus.

In the debate, moderated by Luiza Popa, representing BSCSIF, participated Ms. Paraschiva
Bădescu, former OSCE Ambassador in the Balkans and South Caucasus, Mr. Liviu Mureşan,
Head of Eurisc Foundation, Nicolae Iordache, former Ambassador of Romania to Turkey and
Armenia, researchers Ms. Ileana Racheru and Mr. Ionuţ Cojocaru and Mr. Orhan Mamma
dov, BSCSIF project manager and economic advisor.
The theme of the round table represents one of BSCSIF major interests, for it concerns the
region’s evolution and the unsolved problems of frozen conflicts. The ex-soviet republics of
the South Caucasus region continue to be the stage for territorial and inter-ethnic conflicts,
which, for 20 years had impeded the process of transition after the collapse of USSR, and the
relations of these states with Russia and the West.

peration and international relations (Eurisc Foundation, Center of East-European and Asian
Studies, Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Romanian Association of Foreign Policy, Soros Founda
tion), members of diplomatic corps, journalists.
This debate is part of a series of events organized in the framework of a larger project, initi
ated by BSCSIF; it has as its final product the elaboration of an in-depth study regarding the
socio-economic consequences of protracted conflicts in the space of former USSR and the
perspectives of their peaceful resolution.

BSCSIF – Observer at the 4th Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum
2012, Stockholm
The end of the year 2012 was marked as well by the participation of the International Fund
for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea as an observer in the
4th Annual Civil Society Forum (CSF) of Eastern Partnership.
Thereby, on 29-30 November 2012, Ms. Julia Akhunova, BSCSIF Project Coordinator and
Advisor to Secretary-General, represented the Fund at the Civil Society Forum in the frame

The participants made presentations on various aspects of the situation in South Caucasus,
such as the economic potential, especially the energetic one, existent in the region and the
possibilities of exploiting it (this issue was discussed referring to Azerbaijan); the perspecti
ves of solving the Nagorno-Karabakh, Abkhazia and South Ossetia conflicts and the invol
vement of international organizations in this process; the progress of the political situation;
new actors and their interests in the region; aspects of the relationships among the Caucasus
states and between them and USA, EU, Turkey or Russian Federation.
On this occasion, two recently released books were presented: Unreconciled Differences. Tur
key, Armenia and Azerbaijan, by Scott Taylor, published in Bucharest with the support of
the Embassy of Azerbaijan in Romania, and South Caucasus after 20 years. Political Regimes,
Security and Energy, by Ileana Racheru, Stanislav Secrieru and Angela Grămadă, published
with the support of Soros Foundation.
The event was attended by the representatives of the academic and scientific environment, by
the organizations well-known for their activities and researches in the field of regional coo
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Views on South Caucasus, Bucharest, 11 December 2012

of Eastern Partnership Program that took place in Stockholm, Sweden. In the Forum orga
nized by the Swedish Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 202 non-governmental organizations took
part from EU countries and non-EU EaP countries: Ukraine, Moldova, Azerbaijan, Armenia,
Georgia and Belarus.
“The idea of the Forum was to make a voice of civil society heard and to support the coun
tries of the Eastern Partnership in order to develop dialogue and to communicate with each
other not just on the level of government and its institutions, but also representatives of civil
society,” declared Mr. Andrea Matteo Fontana, the representative of the European Commis
sion, in the interview to the ENPI press center.

10th BSCSIF General Assembly and the Board of Directors Meetings

GALA DINNER
On 19 June 2013, the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea
and Caspian Sea (BSCSIF) organized the Gala Dinner on the occasion of granting Awa
rds 2012 to high-rank officials from the EU Institutions, and to BSCSIF member countries,
which have distinguished themselves, according to international appraisals, by outstanding
achievements in the areas currently important for the EU and extended Black Sea – Caspian
Sea Region.

The meeting had an extended format, and due to the participation not only of the members
of the Board of Directors, but also of the majority of BSCSIF fully-fledged members, as well
as distinguished guests from Turkey: representatives of public institutions, companies in the
region and mass-media, the quorum for the General Assembly was achieved.
The sessions were inaugurated by the welcoming speech of BSCSIF President, Mr. Victor
Khmarin, representative of Russia in the frame of the organization. The BSCSIF Vice-Presi
dent, Secretary-General, Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. delivered a speech about the perspecti
ves for further development and extension of the Fund.
n the course of the Board Meeting, the BSCSIF Presidency was transferred, based on the
rotation principle, from Mr. Viktor Khmarin, the Russian representative to Prof. Akkan
Suver,Ph.D. representing Turkey.
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On 12 April 2013, Istanbul kindly hosted the 10th Board Meeting and General Assembly of
the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea (BSCSIF).

The awards were granted following the main directions of BSCSIF activity, such as economic
and regional sustainable development; international peace, intercultural and interreligious
dialogue; protection of cultural heritage; implementation of democratic reforms; significant
progress on European integration; international cooperation in the area of energy; perma
nent support for ecology and environmental protection; modernization of educational and
healthcare systems.
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THE GRAND BSCSIF PRIZE FOR THE YEAR 2012
(30 August 2013)

11th BSCSIF Extended Board Meeting
During 26-27 September 2013, in the city of Constanta, on the Black Sea coast of Roma
nia, the 11th Extended Meeting of the BSCSIF Board of Directors took place. The meeting
was attended not only by members of the Board of Directors but also honorary members,
the majority of fully-fledged members of BSCSIF, as well as high-ranking guests: H.E. Mr.
Ion Iliescu, Former President of Romania (between 1992-1996 and 2000-2004), Ambassa
dors and representatives of the diplomatic corps accredited in Romania, Ms. Amanda Paul,
representative of the Center for European Policy, Brussels, Mr. Traian Kebeleu, Deputy Sec
retary-General of BSEC, Mr. Vasile Soare, Director of Eastern Europe and Central Asia in
the Ministry of Romanian Foreign Affairs, Prof. Dr. Tasin Cemil Director of the Institute
for Turkish and Central Asian Studies, Prof. Mamut Eden, Secretary-General of the Black
Sea Universities Network; as well as representatives of governmental and non-governmental
structures of the region and mass media.
The meeting was opened with a welcoming speech and a report on the activities and further
development of the Fund by President of BSCSIF, Mr. Akkan Suver,Ph.D. (Turkey). Also, Mr.
Gabriel Comanescu, Vice-President of BSCSIF (Romania), made a speech on economic coo
peration in the region.
The 11th meeting of the BSCSIF Board of Directors marks a special stage in the development
of the Fund, given the accession of new members outside the Black Sea-Caspian Sea Region,
which attaches particular importance to the Fund’s large-scale activities as an internatio
nal organization connecting countries and common interests in science, education, innova
tion, dialogue, trust, peace, tolerance and cultural diversity. At the Meeting new fully-fledged
members from Serbia, Belarus, Switzerland, France, Italy, Republic of Ghana, Republic of San
Tome and Principe, United Kingdom, Azerbaijan and Romania were accepted.
The presentation of new partners of the BSCSIF, such as the Romanian Foundation for
Democracy, Spiru Haret University, Institute of Turkish and Central Asian Studies, the
Black Sea University Network and the Saturn Foundation was added to the agenda.
A particularly important point of the Meeting of the Board of Directors was the discussion
of prospects for cooperation between BSCSIF and the Center for European Policy (Brussels).

According to the BSCSIF’s Board of Directors decision, taken unanimously on the 14 April
2013 in Istanbul, on 30 August 2013 Mr. Marius Opran, Director of the BSCSIF Brussels
Branch, paid an official visit to the European External Action Service (EEAS) headquarters in
Brussels in order to grant the Grand Prize for the year 2012 to the High Representative of the
Union for Foreign Affairs & Security Policy/Vice-President of the European Commission,
H.E. Baroness Catherine Ashton, by the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership
of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.
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Additionally, for the International Fund of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea, it was of signi
ficant importance to receive a Special Advisory Status within the Economic and Social Coun
cil to the United Nations, the achievement of which was highly appreciated by the Board of
Directors and guests.
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More than 200 participants – European officials, diplomatic corps, representatives of civil
society and mass-media – attended the event in the building of the European Parliament in
Brussels.

Baku International Humanitarian Forum
(31 October – 1 November 2013 Baku, Azerbaijan)
On 31 October - 1 November 2013, the BSCSIF Executive Director Mrs. Curpedin-Balgi
Alev participated at the third Baku International Humanitarian Forum.

Representatives of the International Fund for Cooperation and
Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea Met with
the Representatives of the European Policy Centre

7 former Presidents, 13 Nobel Prize laureates, 7 Emeritus Professors, 107 world-famous
public and political figures,
794 participants, representing 65 countries and 5 international organizations, took part at the
Forum.
Converging Technologies and Outlines of the Future: Landmark Challenges of the 21st Cen
tury, Humanitarian Aspects of Economic Development, Scientific Innovations and their Tran
sfer into Education, Multicultu
ralism and Originality: in Search
of Value Consensus in Society,
National Identity in the Postmo
dern Era Sustainable Develop
ment and Ecological Civilization
Achievements in Molecular Bio
logy and Biotechnology: from
Theory to Practice ,The Topical
Issues of Mass Media in the Glo
balizing Information Network.

On 27 November 2013, in Brussels, a meeting was held between the representatives of the
International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea
(BSCSIF) and European Policy Centre (EPC). The delegation of BSCSIF, consisting of Prof.
Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D., Secretary-General, Mrs. Alev Balgi, Executive Director, and Ms. Julia
Akhunova, Project Coordinator, were invited by EPC representatives, Mr. Fabian Zuleeg,
Chief Executive and Ms. Amanda Paul, Chief EPC Analyst, with the aim of discussing the
perspectives of cooperation and implementation of joint projects. On this occasion, a part
nership agreem
 ent was signed between BSCSIF and EPC, aiming at strengthening peace,
dialog, mutual understanding and cooperation among the countries of the wide Black Sea
– Caspian Sea Region in the following areas: expansion of the democratic processes, con
solidation of the civil society, economic development, science, education, cultural diversity,
tolerance and dialog of civilizations.

From the Caspian Sea to the Black Sea – a strategic view
On 2 December 2013, in the Gala Hall of the Marmara University, Istanbul, the opening
ceremony of the symposium From Caspian Sea to the Black Sea – a Strategic View was held.
The International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea was represented at the festive opening by Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D. BSCSIF President, and
Prof. Eldar Hasanov,Ph.D., BSCSIF Secretary-General and Vice-President.
he organizers of this significant symposium, in which many analysts and scientists from Tur
key, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Russia, and other countries took part, is the Eurasia Economic
Relations Association (EkoAvrasya) and Marmara University.
Among the honorary guests of the ceremony were the Ambassador of Kazakhstan in Turkey,
Mr. Zhanseit Tuymenbayev, the representative of the Heydar Aliyev Foundation, Mr. Samir
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The Forum featured roundtable meetings on the following topics:

Jubilee General Assembly and the 12th Extended Board of Directors of
BSCSIF
On 9 March 2014, The International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea
and the Caspian Sea (BSCSIF) celebrated five years since its establishment.

At the end of the festive opening ceremony, the Head of Eurasia Economic Relations Associ
ation (EkoAvrasya), Mr. Hikmet Eren, granted honorary medals and Association Awards to
Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D., Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. and Ambassador Zhanseit Tuymenbayev.

The Second Annual Forum on Business and Human Rights under the
Patronage of the United Nations
On 2-4 December 2013, in Geneva, Switzerland Mrs. Alev Curpedin-Balgi, the Executive
Director of BSCSIF attended The Second Annual Forum on Business and Human Rights
under the patronage of United Nations.
The Forum was established by the Human Rights Council and is under the guidance of the
UN Working Group on Business and Human Rights. The Forum provides a global platform
for the promotion and implementation of the Guiding Principles on Business and Human
Rights. These Principles unanimously endorsed in
2011 by the Council, are the first globally accep
ted standards on the responsibilities of States and
businesses for preventing and addressing busi
ness-related human rights abuse.
The Second Forum focused on progress in the
implementation of the Guiding Principles, hig
hlighting the emerging challenges for States, busi
ness, and civil society, and identifying and discus
sing good practices.
More than 1,400 people from 100 countries attend
The Second United Nations Forum on Business and Human Rights in Geneva in 2013.
She participated in the side event named: Business, Human Rights, and Conflict: Challenges
and Good Practice (from conflict prevention to operating in a conflict-affected area).
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On the occasion of the anniversary of the Fund, Istanbul received guests and participants of
the 12th General Assembly and the Extended Meeting of the Board of Directors, and a Gala
Dinner was held to celebrate the organization’s fifth anniversary. The fully-fledged members
of BSCSIF and honorary guests from countries represented in BSCSIF, representatives of
influential regional and international organizations took part in the events with the aim of
strengthening dialogue, peace and cooperation in the wider Black Sea – Caspian Sea Region
and all around the world.
Among the distinguished guests were Mr. Emil Constantinescu, former President of Roma
nia (1996-2000), Mr. Fabian Zuleeg, Director of the Center for European Politics (Brussels),
Mr. Andrei Abramov, Head of the NGO / UNDESA Division (UN EDS) , Ambassador Arif
Mammadov, Permanent Observer of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation in the EU,
Mr. Mustafa Sinacer, Coordinator of the Subregional Bureau at UNEP / UN, Thomas Gru
nert - Head of the European Parliament Expansion Office, Vuk Jeremic, President of the 67th
Session of the UN General Assembly, Ambassadors and Representatives of diplomatic corps
accredited in Turkey, government officials, academics, intellectuals, renowned experts, nongovernmental organizations and the media.
The working sessions were chaired by the President of the BSCSIF, Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D.,
who delivered a welcoming speech and a report on the BSCSIF activities, goals and strategi
es. Secretary-General, Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. spoke about the prospects for cooperation,
qualitative expansion and further development of the activities of the International Fund.
An important stage of the Meeting of the Board of Directors was the admission of new mem
bers from the region and beyond, which contributes to the development and expansion of the
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Jafarov, the Deputy Secretary-General of Entrepreneurs Council of Turkish speaking coun
tries, Mr. Darhan Kydyrali, the rector of the Marmara University Mr. Zafer Gül and other
renowned scientists and public figures from the Caspian Sea – Black Sea Region.

activities of BSCSIF, as an international organization. During the meeting, new fully-fledged
members were accepted from Estonia, the Czech Republic, the Republic of Serbia, People-s
Republic of China, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Slovenia, Macedonia, Bulgaria, and Azerbaijan.

Republic of Belarus H.E. Mr. Alexander Grigorievich Lukashenko, is one of the largest and
most significant ideas of BSCSIF in the fields of science, research, and innovation.
During the award ceremony, the President of Azerbaijan H.E. Mr. Ilham Aliyev and Presi
dent of Romania H.E. Mr. Traian Basescu were granted with commemorative medals For
Supporting the Founding Initiative, Quality Expansion and Special Contribution to the
BSCSIF Activities.

The 13th Board Meeting of the International Fund for Cooperation
and Partnership of the Black Sea and Caspian Sea
Minsk, Republic of Belaru
On 25 October 2014, the city of Minsk hosted the 13th Board Meeting of the International
Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and Caspian Sea (BSCSIF).

The work sessions were chaired by the BSCSIF President, Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D., who also
held the welcoming speech and presented the BSCSIF activity and the strategy for further
development of the Fund, as well as by the BSCSIF Vice-Presidents Mr. Viktor Khmarin and
Mr. Chingiz Abdullayev.
The 13th Board Meeting marked an important stage of acceptance of new Board members
from Austria and Luxembourg in order to contribute to the development and enlargement of
the Fund as an international organization within the European community. During the Board
Meeting the new fully-fledged members were accepted from the region and beyond: Switzer
land, Greece, Bulgaria, Russian Federation and juridical persons from Hungary (Oasis Hun
gary KFT) and Montenegro (Celebic Group).

The event was attended by the distinguished guests from the BSCSIF member countries, high
officials from Belarus, representatives of regional and international organizations, ambassa
dors and representatives of the diplomatic corps accredited in Belarus, non-governmental
organizations and mass media.

During the Board meeting, there was a presentation of the cultural project Caress the World
– A New Way to Cherish the Planet, held by Ms. Raymonde Philipps, future involvement of
BSCSIF in the project with the aim of further strengthening of the intercultural relations wit
hin the countries of the Black Sea- Caspian Sea Region.

The agenda included topics of great signific ance for the region and the future of the orga
nization, such as the constant and quality enlargement and increasing the efficiency of the
BSCSIF activity by establishing cooperation with international organizations and strategic
think-tanks, enhancement of the regional economic cooperation, development and imple
mentation of the industrial-innovations project in the city of Minsk. This project, which has
attracted interest and found support at the highest level on behalf of the President of the

The participation of BSCSIF in the African Delphic Games Project, taking place in Durban,
South Africa, on 22-29 November 2014, was discussed by the Board members as well. The
project is implemented by the National Delphic Council of South Africa in partnership with
BSCSIF.
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On the occasion of the BSCSIF 5th anniversary, the founders and individuals who had been
the initiators, who had supported the founding initiative, and who had contributed to the
development of Fund’s activity, were granted the awards.

BSCSIF and the African Delphic Games and the Meeting between
BSCSIF, ICSCEC and Guests from South Africa Held on 15 August 2014,
in Istanbul, Turkey

BSCSIF Meets with FAO Representatives to Strengthen the Cooperation
in the Region Areas of Sustainable Development
On 16 April 2014, representatives of BSCSIF had a meeting
with the representatives of Subregional Office for Central
Asia of the United Nations Food and Agriculture Orga
nization (FAOSEC) based in Ankara, with the purpose of
exploring and discussing potential areas of collaboration
that could be built in the future.
The mee
ting was
attended by President of BSCSIF Mr. Ismail
Safi, Ph.D., Executive Director of BSCSIF
Mrs. Alev Balgi, and Project Coordinator
from Istanbul office, Ms.Natalia Ciobanu.

In 2013, HRH Zolani Mkiva became the represen
tative of South Africa within the International Fund
for Cooperation and Partnerish of the Black Sea
and the Caspian Sea, and his contribution to our
activities is reflected in the award received from our
Fund in 2014. BSCSIF is looking forward to further
strengthening the cultural and economic relations
between South Africa and the countries from the
Black Sea- Caspian Sea Region. Since HRH Zolani
Mkiva is also the Chairman of the National Delphic
Council of South Africa, and with the full support
of the South African Government, he has brought
to BSCSIF this incredible opportunity and challen
ge to help organize the 1st African Delphic Games,
by bringing the cultures, traditions and innovations
from the Black Sea-Caspian Sea Region to South
Africa in an international competition with out
standing artists and performances, within a unique
venue in order to promote new economic markets,
strengthen fundamental human values, contribute to intercultural exchange and understan
ding, provide support to international economic stability and peace.

Given the shared interest in the sustaina
ble development of the region, and the fact
that some countries represented in BSCSIF
are also members of FAOSEC, the meeting
focused on the possible contribution of
BSCSIF to the development of FAO projects
in Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and
Turkey.
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On 22-28 July 2014 Ms. Valentina Albu, Coordinator of the Research Department of BSCSIF
attended the Special Summit of the International Delphic Council that was held in East Lon
don, South Africa.

The Conference 6 Years of Auste
rity and the Impact on Collective
Bargaining was held by European
Lawyers for Wor
kers Net
work
in Paris, France on 15 Novem
ber 2014. Many important pro
fessors from the world’s leading
universities and trade unions
took part in the conference as
speakers and shared their valua
ble thoughts and determinations
regarding employees’ problems
in the scope of collective agree
ments and collective bargaining
rights. Keith Ewing from Kings
College London, Isabelle Scho
emann from European Trade
Union Institute, Filip Dorsse
ment from Universite Catholi
que de Louvain, Reingard Zim
mer from Berlin School of Eco
nomics, Pascal Lokiec from Uni
versite Paris Ouest and Antonio Garcia Munoz from Castilla La Mancha University
submitted their speeches. This event was also attended by the esteemed lawyer of the
BSCSIF and its Istanbul office – Mr. Murat Teber.
Between 20-21 November 2014, BSCSIF Project Coordinator,
Julia Akhunova participated in the sixth annual Eastern Part
nership Civil Society Forum on behalf of the International
Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the
Caspian Sea, being a fully-fledged member of the EaP CSF with
voting rights this year.
On 24 November 2014 Mr. Akkan Suver, Ph.D., Vice-President
of BSCSIF represented the Black Sea – Caspian Sea International
Fund at the 11th Vienna Economic Forum – Vienna Summit
2014 that was held in Niederösterreich, Vienna.
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The President of Austria Mr. Heinz Fischer, Ph.D., Federal Chancellor of Austria, Werner
Fayman, Prime Minister of Montenegro Milo Djukanovic, Prime Minister of Albania Edi
Rama, Prime Minister of Macedonia Nikola Gruevski, were among the distinguished parti
cipants of the Forum.

The president of
Vienna Economic
Forum Mr. Erhard
Busek, Ph.D. and
Secretary-General
Elena Kirtcheva
presented the
award
Strategic Partner
of the Year to the
BSCSIF
Vice-President
Mr. Suver, Ph.D.

The 14th General Assembly and Board Meeting of the BSCSIF, Baku,
Azerbaijan
On 23 May 2015, the capital of the “Land of Fire”, Baku, hosted with the traditional hospita
lity the 14th Meeting of the General Assembly and Board of Directors of the International
Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea (International
Fund/ BSCSIF).
The event was atten
ded by the distin
gu
is
hed
guests from Azerbaijan, including the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Mr. Elmar Mammadyarov, repre
sentatives from member countries of the Inter
national Fund, influential international organi
zations, ambassadors and representatives of the
diplomatic corps accredited in Azerbaijan, nongovernmental organizations and mass media.
At the beginning of the meeting, the participants honored the memory of the victims of a
terrible fire occurred in the city of Baku with a minute of silence.
During the meeting, the ceremony of the presidency transfer of the International Fund was
held, by the principle of rotation, from the former President, Mr. Ismail Safi (Turkey) to Mr.
Chingiz Abdullayev (Azerbaijan); the agenda also included topics of great significance for
the region and the future of the organization, such as the constant and quality enlargement
and increasing the efficiency of the International Fund’s activity by establishing cooperation
with international organizations and strategic think-tanks, and enhancement of the regional
economic cooperation.
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The Conference 6 Years of Austerity and the Impact on Collective
Bargaining 15th November 2014
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During the meeting, the Board of Directors welcomed new members: individuals and legal
persons from Turkey, Russia, Slovenia, Serbia, Malta.

tional Institute for Peace (Vienna), represented by Mr. Peter Stania, member of the Board of
Directors of BSCSIF.
The School was divided into two blocks: the Mediterranean between Europe and the Middle
East: Challenges and Perspectives, organized with the support of NATO Public Diplomacy
Division; and another one – Western Balkans between Integration and Isolation, co-organi
zed with the International Institute for Peace, Vienna.
Julia Akhunova had the opportunity to present the activity of the International Fund, dra
wing attention to the protracted conflicts in the Black Sea-Caspian Sea Region: the Arme
nian-Azerbaijani Nagorno-Karabakh conflict, the Transnistrian conflict, the conflict in
Abkhazia and South Ossetia and the recent Ukrainian crisis, thus bringing out the similari
ties between the security challenges existing in the regions of Western Balkans and the Black
and Caspian Seas.

Her Royal Highness, Princess Celenhle Dlamini, briefed the guests of the meeting with the
results of the Delphic Games in South Africa, which were organized in cooperation with the
International Fund.
The most important event during the meeting was the adoption of the Baku Declaration of
the International Fund, which aims to encourage states, international organizations and civil
society to join efforts in the fight against global threats to peace, stability and security.

The International Summer School in CROATIA, Sipan
During 28 June – 1 July 2015, the Chief Coordinator of the central office of BSCSIF, Julia
Akhunova participated in the annual 14th International Summer School in Sipan, Croatia,
organized by the Atlantic Council of Croatia in cooperation with NATO PDD and Interna

The 15th Board of Directors and General Assembly Meeting of the
International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and
the Caspian Sea
On 17 June 2016 in Bucharest, Romania the 15th Meeting of the Board of Directors and
General Assembly of the International Foundation for Cooperation and Partnership of the
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea (International Fund/BSCSIF) was held. Romania, representa
tives of which are among the founders of the International Fund and in the capital of which
the organization was established seven years ago, extended its hospitality for members and
guests of the organization.
Senior officials from Romania, honorable guests from the countries represented in the Inter
national Fund, representatives of influential international organizations, ambassadors and
representatives of diplomatic corps accredited in Romania, non-governmental organizations
and the media attended the event.
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Guests focused their attention on the presentation of the research publication titled Path to
Reconciliation, which was the result of an extensive research project The Economic, Social and
Political Consequences of the Protracted Conflicts in the Black Sea-Caspian Sea Region and
the Prospects for their Settlement realized by the group of young experts under the aegis of
the International Fund - Julia Akhunova, Valentina Albu, Luiza Nita, Lilia Ovanesov, Orhan
Mammadov, Tudor Cojocariu, Irmak Pool. The research was implemented with the partici
pation of internationally recognized consultants - Adrian Severin, Scott Taylor, and Iulian
Chifu. The recommendations of the authors are based on the basic provisions of the univer
sally recognized norms and principles of international law which are stipulated by the UN
Charter and the Helsinki Final Act, as well as by other resolutions and documents, namely
the principles of territorial integrity, inviolability of borders and non-interference in the
internal affairs of the state.

Meetings of the Board of Directors and the General Assembly were chaired by the President
of the International Fund and the outstanding writer Chingiz Abdullayev, who made a pre
sentation on the activities of the International Fund for the passed period and shared his
vision on the future development of the organization.

Opening of the Branch of the International Fund for Cooperation and
Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea in South Africa

At the meeting, individuals and legal entities from France, Azerbaijan, Bulgaria and Russia
were admitted as new fully-fledged members of the International Fund.

The Board of Directors and the General Assembly reaffi rmed that the International Fund in
its activities, as it was noted in its Charter, is guided by the norms and principles of interna
tional law, primarily those related to the respect of sovereignty, territorial integrity and invi
olability of state borders. These principles constitute the values adherence to which brings
a foundation of lasting peace, security and stability in the regions of the Black Sea and the
Caspian Sea and beyond its borders.
During the discussion of processes in the regions of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea a par
ticular interest sparked the presentation by Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D., a member of the Board of
Director on The Efforts Aimed at Development of Relations between Turkey and Russia.
Mr. Mikhail Zernov, a Director of the Branch of the International Fund in the Russian Fede
ration shared with the participants of the event the information on the first Forum Russian
World and the Turkic World in the Context of the Geopolitical Challenges of the XXI century.
All members of the General Assembly expressed support for the efforts of restoration and
development of relations between Russia and Turkey.
Particular attention in the course of the meeting was paid to issues of economic cooperation
between the countries of the Black and Caspian Seas. Notably, there was a presentation of the
project entitled Tourism as a Factor of Cooperation and Rapprochement.

On 4 October 2016, in Johannesburg city of the Republic of South Africa, an opening cere
mony of the Branch of the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black
Sea and the Caspian Sea (International Foundation) in Africa was held.
The event was attended by prominent public figures of the South Africa, members of the
Board of Directors, the Secretary-General and the staff of the Central Office of the Interna
tional Fund.

An international youth project Global Emerging Leaders Community was also presented,
which supposes engagement of the International Fund.
Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. Secretary-General of the International Fund, made a review of the
important developments that take place in the regions of the Black and Caspian Seas inclu
ding terrorism, migration, multiculturalism, Silk Road and, in this context, presented strate
gic research projects which are proposed for implementation by the International Fund. All
members of the General Assembly expressed support for the proposed projects.

Financial Help on Behalf of the Istanbul Branch of the International
Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea in Turkey
On behalf of the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and
the Caspian Sea, represented by the Istanbul Branch - International Center for Support and
Coordination of Economic Cooperation - financial help was provided to the families of the
victims of the attempted military coup in Turkey on 15 July 2016.
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At the meetings, along with the topical issues related to development of the International
Fund, there were also discussions on the currently implemented and proposed research pro
jects aimed at promoting peace, security and economic cooperation in the regions of the
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea.

Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. the Secretary-General of the International Fund during his speech
conveyed greetings of members of the Board of Directors and the President of the organiza
tion Mr. Chingiz Abdullayev to the participants of the event. Assessing opening of the branch
in South Africa as a significant event in the life of the organization he shared his ideas on the
future activities of the branch in Africa. In this regard, the Secretary-General underlined that
experts of the International Fund together with their colleagues from South Africa could rea
lize joint research projects related to the settlement of conflicts, put forward joint initiatives
on a number of important issues of the international agenda. He also mentioned that some of
the countries of the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea have rich traditions of multiculturalism,
peaceful coexistence of diff erent ethnic groups and confessions and are initiators of processes
on dialogue among civilizations and in this context spoke about the positive experience of
Azerbaijan. The Secretary-General proposed to study the experience of the countries with an
established effective system of multiculturalism.
Romanian narrative on Pluralism and Diversity. This report is the result of the 6-month rese
arch project implemented by BSCSIF in cooperation with MEPEI.
The launching event took place in Bucharest on 8 June 2017, at the Romanian Palace of
Parliament. Almost 90 governmental, diplomatic, cultural, academia personalities and also
experts on the topic have participated at the event.

The Research Project of BSCSIF in Cooperation with MEPEI:
Multiculturalism in the Context of the Modern Globalizing World.
The Romanian Narrative on Pluralism and Diversity

The main speakers were Drd. Flavius CABA-MARIA, President of MEPEI, Mr. Virgil POPE
SCU, Ph.D., Vice-Chairperson of the Permanent Committee for Industries and Services, the
Parliament of Romania, Mr. Dinu SOCOTAR, Ph.D., Member of the Permanent Committee
for Culture, Arts, Mass Information Means, and Vice-Chairperson of the Friendship Parlia
mentary Group Romania – the Republic of Azerbaijan, the Parliament of Romania, H.E. Mr.
Farid ABDINBAYOV, Ambassador of the Republic of Azerbaijan to Romania, Mr. Cătălin
RAIU, Ph.D., advisor of the state secretary for religious affairs, Government of Romania,
Murat YUSUF, the Mufti of the Muslim Community in Romania, Mr. Laurențiu TĂNASE,
Ph.D., former secretary of state, lecturer at Faculty of Orthodox Theology, University of Buc
harest, Romania, Rev. Dr. Valentin ILIE, Center for Studies and Interreligious and Intercul
tural Dialogue, Faculty of Orthodox Theology “Patriarch Justinian”, University of Bucharest;
Mr. Cătălin BUCIUMEAN
 U, Ph.D., former advisor on the culture and cults of the Romanian
Presidency and president of Advanced Strategy Center.

The International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the Caspian
Sea (BSCSIF) together with the Middle East Political and Economic Institute (MEPEI) has
launched the report Multiculturalism in the Context of the Modern Globalizing World. The
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The head of the Branch of the International Fund in Johannesburg, HRH Zolani Mkiva, spo
ke at the event and thanked all members of the Board of Directors for their support to his
initiative on the opening of the branch for the African region. He expressed confid
 ence that
activities of the branch would contribute to the implementation of the goals of International
Fund in Africa, i.e. strengthening of dialogue, promotion of mutual understanding, coopera
tion among peoples, peace, security, sustainable development, and stability.

Preparation for the 16th Meeting of the General Assembly and the
Board of Directors, Humanitarian Assistance and Held Trainings
Starting from January 2017, the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the
Black Sea and the Caspian Sea (BSCSIF) was conducting organizational work for the 16th
Meeting of the General Assembly and the Board of Directors.

On the initiative of the Secretary-General, as well as on the initiative of professors, scholars
and renowned consultants, especially distinguished for the research project of the United
Nations Development Program (UNDP), a three-day and a five-day training courses were
held in the Istanbul office in February and May 2017, for experts of different areas such as
humanitarian activities, energy, transport corridors and the fight against addiction.
Some of the active participants in this event were Prof. Mehmet Akkan Suver,Ph.D., Mr.
Ismail Safi,Ph.D., Mrs. Elmira Uygun, Mrs. Sabina Huseynova, as well as 18 Fund experts.

In addition to organizational issues of historic changes, the International Fund
visited a camp of refugees from Syria and Iraq on the territory of
Turkey, and on 18 March 2017, humanitarian assistance was provided in the
form of medicine, clothing, food and school supplies.

Honorable representatives, members of the Board of Directors from the countries represen
ted in the International Fund, attended the event and discussed both strategic and organiza
tional issues concerning the further development of the International Fund.
Meetings of the Board of Directors and the General Assembly were chaired by the President
of the International Fund and the outstanding writer Mr. Chingiz Abdullayev, who made a
report regarding the two-year activity of the BSCSIF during his presidency. The members of
the International Fund have expressed their gratitude to Mr. Chingiz Abdullayev for his twoyear presidency in the organization.

With the active participation of the Secretary-General Prof. Eldar Hasanov,Ph.D.,
Vice-President Mr. Ismail Safi,Ph.D., Vice-President Mrs. Biserka Jevtimijevic and
Executive Director Mrs. Elmira Uygun, on 2-3 November 2017, on the Serbia-Cro
atia and Serbia-Hungary borders, humanitarian assistance was provided to refu
gees who do not have basic living conditions.

16th Board of Directors and General Assembly Meeting of the
International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea
and Caspian Sea
On 10 June 2017 in Istanbul, Turkey, the Meeting of the General Assembly and Board of
Directors of the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the
Caspian Sea (International Fund) took place.
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Additionally, important meetings, discussions and teleconferences with the leadership of the
International Fund and a number of members of the Board of Directors took place in Febru
ary and May regarding the expansion of the organization and its topical issues on renaming,
changes in the Charter, the composition of the founders of the new organization, logo and
other organizational events, which thus were discussed at the planned 16th Meeting of the
General Assembly and the Board of Directors on 10 June 2017 in Istanbul (Turkey). In this
regard, a number of consultative meetings took place with lawyers, fund experts, as well as
the exchange of views of the BSCSIF President Mr. Chingiz Abdullayev with a number of
Vice-Presidents and members of the Board of Directors, regarding the transfer of the presi
dential post, according to the system of rotation, to Mr. Dimitar Kostov from Bulgaria.

Within this context, after a thorough discussion, the amendments and additions to the Sta
tute of the International Fund for Cooperation and Partnership of the Black Sea and the
Caspian Sea were approved.

Eight years of successful activities of the International Fund, led to expansion of the ranks of
the BSCSIF to which joined the intellectuals, famous and talented people from countries such
as, Austria, Albania, Belarus, Bulgaria, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Hungary, Republic of Ghana,
Greece, Germany, India, Italy, Iran, China, Luxembourg, Malta, Macedonia, San Tome and
Principe, Slovenia, USA, Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro , Czech Republic, Swiss Confederation,
Sri Lanka, Estonia and South Africa. It is very pleasant to note that today in our ranks there
are such remarkable, outstanding fugures as Prof. Dimiter Kostov, Ph.D., Prof. Ismail Safi,
Ph.D., Mr. Viktor Khmarin, Ph.D., Prof. Iulian Chifu, Ph.D., Prof. Manana Sanadze, Ph.D.,
Prof. Gheorghe Avornic, Ph.D., Prof. AntonGioulio de Robertis, Ph.D., His Royal Heritage
Zolani Mkiva, Prof. Sangeeth Varghese, Ph.D., Mr. Dragomir Karic, Dr. Jan Adamec, Prof.
Darko Tanaskovic, Ph.D., Mr. Dymitro Kulibaba, Mr. Vitaliy Buzdugan, Mr. Mikhail Zernov,
Mrs. Biserka Jevtimijevic, Prof. Darkhan Kydyrali Kuandikovich and many others. Thus, the

The International Fund in its activities aims, inter alia, to contribute to international efforts in
the fight against terrorism. The issue of counter-terrorism was also reflected in the agenda of
the Istanbul meeting of the International Foundation. Vice-President, Secretary-General of
the International Foundation Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. presented a report entitled Modern
Challenges and Risks to Peace and Security, which was followed by adoption of the Istanbul
Declaration of the General Assembly of the IFSPD. It was decided to distribute the text of the
Declaration to all influential international organizations, including UN, EU, Europe Coun
cil, OSCE and OIC, government structures of the countries represented in the International
Foundation as well as international and national NGOs.
At the meeting it was also decided to continue paying special attention to the implementation
of research projects as one of the main activities of this think tank, involvement of experien
ced experts and specialists in the strategic studies of the IFSPD and training and improve
ment of experts.
The participants of the meeting decided to enter into negotiations to establish strategic part
nership with the International Peace Bureau and University of Peace.
At the end of the meeting the Chairmanship in the International Foundation was transferred
from Mr. Chingiz Abdullayev (Azerbaijan) to Mr. Dimitar Kostov (Bulgaria) in accordance
with the principle of rotation provided for by its Statute.

activities of the International Fund geographically moved beyond the regions of the Black
Sea and the Caspian Sea. This process, against the background of increasing security threats
and challenges in the world, even more actualized the significance and responsibility of the
International Fund. From this perspective the members agreed in the previous sessions of
the General Assembly and the Board of Directors upon the idea of changing the name of
the BSCSIF in order to fully reflect the current objective reality. On this basis, in accordance
with its Chapter, goals and objectives of the International Fund, BSCSIF, with due respect
to its history and maintaining its continuity, was renamed to International Foundation for
Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD).
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At the meeting, individuals and legal entities from Romania, Serbia, Montenegro, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Kazahstan and Russian Federation were admitted to the International Fund as
new fully-fledged members.

IFSPD FOUNDERS
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Prof. Dimiter KOSTOV, Ph.D.
Presitent, Vice-President

Prof. Victor KHMARIN, Ph.D.
Vice-President

Prof. Chingiz ABDULLAYEV, Ph.D.
Vice-President

Prof. Eldar HASANOV,Ph.D.
Vice-President, Secretary-General

Prof. Ismail SAFI, Ph.D.
Vice-President

Prof. Dossym SULEYEV
Vice-President
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In accordance with the Charter of the International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and
Development (IFSPD), or rather, in accordance with Article 13. (1) founding members are
Bulgarian or foreign legal entities or individuals who have accepted participation in the
General Constituent Assembly held on 10 June2017 in Istanbul, and signed the Constituent
Act and the Statute. According to the Statute, all members-founders are also Vice-Presidents.

Prof. Mehmet Akkan SUVER, Ph.D.
Vice-President

Mrs. Biserka JEVTIMIJEVIC
Vice-President

HRH Zolani MKIVA
Vice-President

Prod. Gheorghe AVORNIC, Ph.D.
Vice-President, Board Member

On 15 August 2017 representatives of the International Foundation for Sustainable Peace
and Development (IFSPD) and its International Center for Support and Coordination of
Economic Cooperation (ICSCEC) met in Istanbul with representatives of the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP), to discuss possible areas of joint activities and cooperation.
The meeting was held at the UNDP office, where Mr. Rastislav Vrbensky, UNDP Deputy
Assistant Administrator of the Istanbul Regional Hub and Deputy Director of the Regio
nal Bureau for Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS) welcomed Prof.
Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. the Secretary-General and Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D. Vice-President of the
International Foundation (IFSPD). The meeting was also attended by Mrs. Ekaterina Pani
klova, Senior Coordinator of the UNDP Program, Mrs. Saida Safikhanova, Project Coordi
nator of the ICSCEC. During the meeting, both sides familiarized themselves more closely
with the scope of IFSPD activities and priority research projects. Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D.
and Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D. expressed their gratitude to UNDP representatives for the warm
welcome. During the conversation, a proposal was made to establish a University for Peace
and Sustain
 able Development in Istanbul with the support of the United Nations Develop
ment Program (UNDP). UNDP, in the person of Mr. Rastislav Vrbensky, expressed readiness
to familiarize, examine and support the research activities as well as the IFSPD educational
project.

Prof. Iulian CHIFU, Ph.D.
Vice-President
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Meeting with the UNDP Representatives in Istanbul

On 8 June 2018 in Belgrade, Serbia, an International conference was held in honor of the
Centenary of the legendary Nelson Mandela, organized by the International Foundation for
Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD).
Since 2007, Nelson Mandela has been an honorary citizen of Belgrade, and the purpose of the
conference was based on the continuation of the heritage of Nelson Mandela. The conference
was held in the Solemn hall of the University of Belgrade, where outstanding public figures,
representatives of the intelligentsia, diplomacy, culture and science, representatives of the sta
te, government and parliament attended. The opening took place with the sound of national
anthems of Serbia and South Africa, and after that, the conference moderator, Prof. Dr. and
Dr. Honoris Causa Sabahudin Hadzhialich, honored professor of European and regional
universities greeted the audience and gave the floor to Prof. Zhivan Lazovich, Ph.D. ViceRector of the University of Belgrade.

Then the Minister of Culture and Information of the Republic of Serbia, Mr. Vladan
Vukosavljevich, delivered a welcoming speech in which he welcomed all participants of the
conference and noted that it is a pleasure to hold such an important historical event in Serbia,
in which scholars, intellectuals, diplomats, public and political figures from different coun
tries took part. He thanked the organizers of the event and wished success in holding the
conference. The minister expressed his confidence that it would be held effectively and that
important decisions would be taken within the framework of the event.

The welcoming speech was also addressed by the Secretary-General to the President of the
Republic of Serbia, Mr. Nikola Selakovich who in his speech noted that it was a great honor
for him to address those present on behalf of the office of the President of the Republic of
Serbia, Mr. Alexander Vuchich, and also noted that such a signific ant conference in honor
of the centenary of Nelson Mandela is held precisely in the Serbian capital not by chance,
since in 2007 Nelson Mandela was proclaimed an honorary citizen of Belgrade. He thanked
the leadership of the International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development for
organizing such an important event.
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International Conference in Honor of the Centenary of Legendary
Nelson Mandela

The Board of Directors and members of the leadership of the International Foundation for
Sustainable Peace and Development decided to hold on regular basis events, scientific and
practical conferences aimed at the stability of mankind, peace, dialogue, sustainable deve
lopment, the development of democratic values and the strengthening of dialogue between
nations.

IFSPD Helps Families and Young Talents in Need
On 1 September 2018, the Secretary-General of the International Foundation for Sustainable
Peace and Development (IFSPD), Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. met with two families, living in
hard material conditions.
The Ristic family from Aleksinac (Serbia) is raising five children in very difficult conditions,
in a rented house without heating and electricity. The head of the family, Sladzan Ristic, due
to health problems, cannot find a permanent job, and tries very hard to provide the basic con
ditions for the life and study of his children.
The Kanelic family - Mirela Kanelic, a single mother, and her daughter, Antonela, live in a
rented apartment in Belgrade (Serbia). Antonela is a first-year student at the Faculty of Poli
tical Science at the University of Belgrade and at the same time works at a part-time job in
order to help her mother, who has no permanent job.

International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development and
Vienna Economic Forum Signed a Memorandum of Understanding
On 14 September 2018 a
comprehensive meeting
between the representati
ves of the leadership of the
Vienna Economic Forum
(VEF) and the Internatio
nal Foundation for Sustai
nable Peace and Develop
ment (IFSPD) was held in
the premises of the central
office of the Vienna Econo
mic Forum based in Vien
na (Austria) under the
consent and errand of the
leadership of the International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD).
The meeting was led by the Secretary-General of VEF, Mrs. Elena Kirtcheva, Ph.D. and VicePresident Mag. Hermann Anderl, Managing Director, Canon CEE GmbH, and the Secre
tary-General and Vice-President of IFSPD Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D., which ended with
the official signing of the Memorandum of Understanding between these two organizations.
The Memorandum of Understanding is aimed at esta
blishing a stable and long-term partnership between the
two well-known organizations, as well as supporting the
economic development and activities of members of both
organizations, strengthening relations and ties in order to
increase economic activity, for the benefit of both sides.
In accordance with the policy of the International Foun
dation for Sustainable Peace and Development of IFSPD,
it was stressed that the coordination and implementation
of this Memorandum in the field of economics will be
delegated to the IFSPD branch in Istanbul (Turkey) –
Vice President of the International Foundation for Susta
inable Peace and Development, Mr. Ismail Safi, Ph.D.
The Memorandum of Understanding has the same rights
and obligations for both parties, which imply: mutual support of the initiatives of the two
organizations in terms of their expansion, carrying out activities, expanding membership,
the possibility of participating in activities carried out by the partner organization, regular
exchange of economic information, investment opportunities and so on.

Considering the difficult situation of these families, as well as the efforts of the IFSPD to com
bat poverty, during these meetings it was decided to provide a monthly financial assistance to
these families during a whole year.

In this connection, the Secretary-General of the VEF, Mrs. Elena Kirtcheva,Ph.D. proposed
the joint holding of an economic summit in 2019 in Bucharest (Romania). The SecretaryGeneral and the Vice-President of IFSPD Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D. expressed his support
for the joint conduct of this event.
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The conference was also attended by the current president of the International Foundation
for Sustain
 able Peace and Development Mr. Dimiter Kostov, Ph.D., Founder and Chair
man of the African Raising Foundation, Nelson Mandela’s grandson, Mr. Ndaba Mande
la, Vice President of the Foundation, Director of the IFSPD Branch in the Russian Fede
ration Mr. Mikhail Zernov, Executive Director of the Nelson Mandela Museum in South
Africa Mr. Bonke Tyhulu, Vice President of the Foundation, His Royal Heritage Zolani
Mkiva, Director of the Museum Robben Island Mr. Mava Dada and Head of the Econo
mics and Finance Department of the Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences
of the Istanbul Aydin University Prof. Sedat Aybar, Ph.D.

IFSPD advocates peaceful conflict resolution
The International Conference on Conflict Resolution, organized by the Public Policy Institu
te (PPI) in collaboration with the International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Deve
lopment (IFSPD), was held on 1 November 2018 in Sofia (Bulgaria).
The Public Policy Institute was established in 2012 as a project of its founder Prof. Zdravko
Popov, Ph.D., a member of the Board of Directors of the International Foundation (IFSPD).
The Institute has the status of a private, non-governmental organization operating within the
framework of the legal form of the foundation.

Also, Ambassador Lyubomir Todorov, Ph.D. made a report on The Role of the UN Security
Council in International Conflict Resolution, Mrs. Barbara Gallo, Ph.D. expert of the Instituto
di Ricerche Internazionali Archivio Disarmo, Rome (Italy), made a presentation Global Con
flict and International Arms Trade , Ambassador Valentin Radomirski, Institute of Economics
and International Relations, delivered a speech on The Conflictology and the Dimensions of
the Balkan-Black Sea Conflict, Ambassador Dr. Lyubomir Kyuchukov, Director of the Insti
tute of Economics and International Relations presented his report De-escalation of Con
frontation – Is There an Alternative? and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Lyubov Mincheva, Sofia University
St. Kliment Ohridskii delivered a speech on Inter-agency Cooperation in Conflict Resolution:
Challenges and Achievements.
During the discussion of the reports, the Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the Republic of Azerbaijan to the Republic of Bulgaria, Prof. Nargiz Gurbanova, Ph.D. made
her speech as well.

IFSPD sends a message of peace
The International Conference - European Identity, organized by the Belgrade Catholic
Archdiocese with the support of the International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and
Development (IFSPD), was held on 9 November 2018, in Belgrade (Serbia).
The objective of this conference was to send a message of peace on the occasion of the 100th
anniversary of the end of the First World War. The Belgrade Catholic Archbishop, His Excel
lency Stanislav Hocevar, and H.E. Sem Fabrizi, Ambassador of the EU Delegation to Serbia
made a welcoming speech and in their speeches, they stressed the importance of holding this
conference, as well as the relevance of the issues to be discussed. The opening speech was
delivered by Prof. Darko Tanaskovic, Ph.D., a fully-fledged member of the IFSPD. Prof.Tana
skovich,Ph.D. in his speech touched upon many topical issues that impede the establishment
of peace, and the ability to overcome these problems.
Conference participants spoke in three panels. In the first panel titled Freedom is Responsibi
lity, the moderator was Prof. Dejan Miletić, Ph.D., Serbia, and the participants of this panel
were Bishop Anton Stres, Slovenia, Prof. Nikola Samardzic, Ph.D., University of Belgrade,
Prof. Marko Trajkovic, Ph.D., Serbia, and H.E. Prof. Eldar Hasanov, Ph.D., Secretary-Gene
ral of the International Foundation for Sustainable Peace and Development (IFSPD). In their
reports, from different points of view – religious, legal, philosophical and political – pane
lists discussed the issue of freedom which entails responsibility, the issue of restrictions and
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The conference was attended by high-ranking and distinguished representatives of the intel
ligentsia, diplomacy, scholars and intellectuals. On behalf of the International Foundation
(IFSPD) Amb. Dimitar Kostov, Ph.D. President of IFSPD, made a report on Peacekeeping
Operations as a UN Practice. Secretary-General and Vice-President of IFSPD, Prof. Eldar
Hasanov, Ph.D. delivered a speech on Ensuring the Rule of International Law and Justice in
Conflict Resolution, and Assoc. Prof. Dr & Dr. Honoris Causa Sabahudin Hadzialic, Inter
national University of Travnik (Bosnia and Herzegovina), made a report on the topic Media
Literacy vs. Political Manipulation as the Conflict Resolution conditio sine qua non. IFSPD
member, Prof. Ljubica Vasic, Ph.D., Megatrend University (Serbia) delivered a speech on The
Dif
ficult Transition to Democracy – A Case Study (Republic of Serbia).

In the second panel Thesis, Antithesis and Synthesis participated Prof. Vladimir Dugalic,
Ph.D., Croatia, Petar Petkovic, Ph.D. Serbia, and Doc. Miro Kovac, Ph.D., Croatia. In this
panel, peace and prosperity were set up as the thesis, as antithesis – conflicts and differences,
and as a synthesis of everything – the ecumenism and the possibilities of its realization. Wit
hin the framework of the panel, the issues of European values, their origins and implemen
tation were also discussed.
Bishop of the Serbian Orthodox Church Jovan Culibrk, Diego Beltruti di San Biaggio, Ph.D.,
Italy, Prof. Dragan Simeun
 ovic, Ph.D., Serbia, as well as Prof. Miloš Dimitrijevic, Ph.D., Ser
bia, spoke at the panel entitled East to the West, West to the East – the Balkans have always
been Europe for Europe.
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After the panels were completed, the conclusions of the conference were made and the parti
cipants addressed a message of peace.

violations of the right to freedom, violation of territorial integrity, sovereignty, inviolability
of borders and respect of the norms and principles of international law, and they also sent a
message of mutual respect, multiculturalism and coexistence, considering this as fundaments
for the realization of the peace and freedom of any person and people.
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OUR PARTNERS

The IFSPD is actively negotiating cooperation with Silk Road Think Tank Networks (SILKS),
the Energy Pact Foundation and many other organizations with which it is planned to sign a
Memorandum of Understanding, all for the purpose of combining capacities and implemen
tation of strategic projects.
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